LIBRARY 


URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF 

SADDLEWORTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


and 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


FOR  THE  YEAR 
1950 


SADDLEWQRTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 

THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
1950. 


BY 


H*  S*  BURY.  L*R.C.P., 


n.P.H 


Divisional  Public  Health  Office, 


"Stoneleigh" , 

»  ,  •  .#> 

Cooper  Street, 

Springhead, 
nr.  Oldham, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Ambers  of  the  Health  Committee. 

.  \  ,  *  • 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  of 
the  district  for  the  year  1950. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year 
with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of  dysentery  in  Dobcross  during  the  last 
two  months  of  the  year.  Every  effort  was  mode  to  contain  the  outbreak, 
but  during  the  first  months  of  1951  it  spread  throughout  the  district. 

An  ocourronco  of  irjortance  to  the  health  of  the  district  was  the 
agreement  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  to  the  purchase  of  Stones  wood 
House  as  a  hostel  for  the  aged.  This  followed  a  determined  campaign 
on  the  part  of  yourselves. 

I  thought  it  appropriate  at  the  half  century,  and  on  the 
occasion  of  the  50th  birthday  of  the  Saddleworth  Urban  District  Council, 
to  peruse  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  the 
Saddleworth  and  Springhead  Urban  District  Councils  for  the  year  1900,  and 
a  comparison  with  my  report  this  year  is  not  without  interest. 

Dr.  Herbert  Ramsden  in  his  first  report,  deals  at  very  great 
length,  and  in  great  detail  with  infectious  diseases.  In  1900,  the  efforts 
to  improve  hygiene  had  resulted  in  a  general  decline  in  deaths  from 
infectious  diseases.  Cholera  had  recently  been  abolished  from  the  Country 
and  Small-Pox  and  Typhus  were  becoming,  rare ,  but  enteric  fever  was  still  a 
problem,  and  the  zymotic  diseases  still  killed  many  children.  In  the  year 
1900  in  Saddleworth,  six  died  from  measles,  and  five  from  enteritis.  Three 
people  died  of  typhoid  fever  and  eighteen  from  tuberculosis,  that  out  of  a 
population  of  13»596.finly  one  child  had  died  from  Diphtheria  that  year*  but 
four  years  previously,  twelve  children  had  died  from  that  disease,  and  during 


the  following  six  years,  twenty  four  children  were  to  die  from  it. 

Dr.  Ramsden  describes  how  a  case  of  Small -Pox  in  the  district  was 
infected  by  a  traveller  from  Russia.  He  also  describes  an  outbreak  of 
measles  which  necessitated  the  closing  of  three  schools. 

Seven  cases  of  enteric  fever  (probably  typhoid  fever)  occurred, 
but  the  source  of  infection  was  not  discovered.  Dr.  Ramsden  comments 
■The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases"  (under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act  which  had  been  adopted  in  December,  I889)  has  been  an 
important  factor  in  dealing  with  these  diseases,  and  would  in  the  case  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  be  still  greator  if  an  infectious  hospital  for 
treatment  of  such  cases  were  available.  It  is  ov/ing  to  the  hospital  at 
Runninghill  that  Small-Pox  has  been  so  quickly  stamped  out,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  Scarlet  Fever  could  almost  as  readily  be  got  rid  ofi  if  an  infectious 
hospital  were  available". 

You  have  now  disposed  of  the  Smallpox  Hospital.  Diphtheria  has 

been  eradicated  by  the  introduction  of  immunisation,  but  unfortunately  Scarlet 

Fever  is  still  with  us,  though  in  a  very  mild  form,  probably  due  to  some  change 

#  • 

in  the  germ  for  which  we  con  claim  no  credit. 

Dealing  with  the  problem  of  tuberculosis,  Dr,  Ramsden  advocated  the 
boiling  of  all  milk  and  a  public  abattoir  to  ensure  proper  meat  inspection. 

A  great  many  lives  would  undoubtedly  have  been  saved  if  his  advice  had  been 
acted  upon. 


Dr.  Wakelam  in  his  report  to  the  Springhead  urban  District  Council 
of  the  samo  year,  reports  thirty  one  coses  of  Scarlet  Fever,  three  of  Diphtheria, 
and  t wc  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

According  to  the  census  of  1901,  Saddleworth  hod  a  population  of 
12,319*  and  Springhead  4*6 98*  giving  a  total  of  17*017  as  compared  with  16,810 
estimated  for  1950,  this  gives  the  amazingly  small  difference  of  207*  Ths 
figures  for  then  and  now  are  therefore  roughly  comparable,  and  a  comparison  c<f  stme 
given  below  1- 


Births 

Deaths  1  Total 

Under  1  yr. 

1  *  15  yrs. 

15  -  65  " 

Over  65 

From  Tuberculosis 
'  "  Other  Infectious  Disease 
1  Cancer 
■  Accidents 
"  Suicide 


1900 

,m2 

3^9 

231 

238 

244 

41 

10 

36  j 

5 

95 

55 

66 

174 

39 

3 

2  3 

4 

15 

26 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  increase  in  the  expectation  of  life 

% 

indicated  by  the  greater  pi*”'-:  ti  •.  of  the  persons  living  to  or  .r  y<  a/.a , 

i 

and  in  particular,  the  reduction  in  the  nurbcr  of  deaths  in  infancy,  the 

infant  mortality  in  1900  was  exceptionally  low  for  those  years  and  was  c onerally 

••  #  \ 

more  than  100  per  1,000  live  births,  as  late  c 3  I?l6  it  was  165  per  1,000. 
pother  often  forgotten  fact  is  that  horses  and  carts  killed  almost  as  many 
people  on  the  roads  in  those  days  ns  motor  cars  to icy,  national  mortality 
rates  for  road  accidents  being  84  per  million  in  1693  comnared  -  i t ii  92  per 

million  in  1948.  Since  those  dayss,  progress  in  the  following  fil  oy  years 

has  been  slow  but  steady. 

At  the  opening  of  the  century,  there  was  a  suppjy  cf  main  water  in 
both  Saddlewcrth  and  Springhead,  although  it  was  not  extensive  or  good  in 

quality.  Gradually  the  mains  were  extended''  and  the  quality  of  the  water 

improved.  In  1903  lead  poisoning  was  occurring  in  TJppemill  and  the  water 
was  often  muddy;  by  1912  howevet,  a  satisfactory  system  cf  purifying  the 
water  had  been  achieved.  * 

There  was  also  a  sewerage  system  viv.i  three  not  very  satisfactory 
disposal  works  constructed  in  1896  in  Jaddleworth.  Springhead  adopted  a 

scheme  in  1913  which  was  opened  in  1921,  connecuions  bo  it  were  however, 
only  made  slowly  and  by  1920  only  about  half  the  houses  woro  connected  to 
it.  In  1930*  work  on  the  present  sewage  disposal  plant  was  commenced, 
and  £10? 1 000  borrowed  for  the  purpose.  Sanitary  convenience a  were  most 
privy  middena.by  1914  there  was  a  drive  to  convert, -these  to  sanitary  pails, 
but  the  tips  were  full  and  the  system  cf  sc avenging -unsatisfactory.  nr. 

Bamsden  reports  in  1923  that  the  question  of  a  destructor  had  been  raised'  from 
year  to  year,  only  to  be  postponed.  This  year  a,  tender  for*  the  erection  of 
a  destructor  or  disinfecting  chamber  was  accepted  end  a  site  chosen  adjoining 

1 

the  Sewage  ’Yorks  at  Brcwnhill,  the  cost  to  bo  £f5sl50.  There  wac  local 
objection  to  the  choice  of  site,  a^d  the  whole  matter  1c1!  through*  Ike  lack 
of  a  destructor  makes  it  increasingly  difficult  to  deal  with  the  refuse,  one 
has  to  close  cncsd  eyes  to  the  hideous  and  often  noisome  tip.Sr  to  the  vermin 
and  flies  which  breed  there,  and  the  butchers  offal  buried  a  foot  or 


two  in  the  earth  is  disinterred  by  dogs.  It  is  net  to  be  wondered  that 
complaints  about  the  tips  are  constant  and  this  applies-  more  particularly  to 
the  one  at  Gatehead,  Dobcrcss.*  Springhead  appears  to  have  been  more  fortunate 
in  this  respect,  no  mention  is  made  of  disposal,  but  by  1911  there  were  only 
thirty-five  middens  left  in  the  district,  all  the  rest  being  pails  scavenged 
by  a  contractor. 

The  struggle  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  milk  in  the  district  has 
been  particularly  hard.  Dr.  Ramsden's  exhortations  about  the  danger  of  dirty 
milk  appeared  to  fall  on  deaf  ears,  and  he  was  bitterly  attacked  by  the  local 
farmers.  The  various  Government  Orders  and  Regulations  wore  never  enforced 
by  the  Council  until  the  1930's.  Dr.  Kaye,  the  County  Medical  Officer  made  a 

survey  of  Saddleworth  in  1913  and  nade  scathing  comments  on  local  milk  prod¬ 

uction  methods.  In  Springhead,  Dr.  Wakelam  first  called  attention  to  the 
deplorable  state  of  most  of  the  shippens  in  the  area  In  190?^  and  in  1921, 

Dr.  Oliver  comments  in  regard  to  cow  sheds  "There  is  much  room  for  improvement 
even  in  the  best  of  them". 

The  housing  situation  was  tackled  orxlyby  Sac’dleworth.  In  1912# 
a  Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  established  the  need  for  hotter  housing 
accommodation  and  a  loan  of  *56,812  was  raised  for  the  erection  of  25  houses 
at  Digglo,  and  a  further  *7*957  for  3°  houses  at  Diggle,  Dobcross  and  Uppermill 

(It  appears  that  a  house  could  be  built  for  *268  in  those  days).  At  that 

time,  of  families,  were  living  more  than  two  per  roan,  and  many  houses 

were  not  fit  for  human  habitation.  In  1920,  one  third  of  the  houses  in 
Springhead  were  dOclarod  not  to  confom  to  the  minimum  requirements  of  tho 
Ministry  ,  but  no  action  was  takon,  so  that  by  1928,  this  proportion  had 
risen  to  one  half.  Action  was  then  takon  under  the  Public  ^ealth  &  Housing 
Acts,  and  steady  progress  mado.  In  1937»  twenty  three  clearance  areas  in 
tho  combined  districts  were  doclr.rod  and  sixteen  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

The  Notification  of  Diseases  Act  had  already  been  adopted  at  the 
beginning  cf  the  century  by  both  Authorities,  but  notification  was  far  from 
complete.  The  M.C.H.  of  both  districts  kept  up  a  continual  agitation  for  an 
infectious  diseases  hospital,  but  although  many  schemes  were  discussed, 
nothing  ever  come  of  them.  Later,  arrangements  were  made  with  other 
Authorities  for  admissions  to  their  hospitals,  at  first  the  cost  being  borne 


by  the  patient,  but  after  1929  at  the  cost  of  ‘the  Authority.  In  1913, 
an  anbu lance  van  was  presented  to  the  Saddleworth  Council  by  a  few  public 
spirited  people,  but  it  cost  the  patient  almost  as  much  as  hirng  a  taxicab. 

Anti-toxin  for  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  was  supplied"  by 
both  Councils  from  1912  in  Saddleworth  and  1919  in  Springhead. 

The  use  of  a  bacteriological  laboratory  at  Wakefield  is  first 
referred  to  in  1907*  chiefly  for  the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria. 

The  struggle  against  tuberculosis  started  in  1909  with  the 
voluntary  notification  of  cases:,  and  the  of  both  Authorities  urged 

the  building  of  a  sanatorium.  These  were  provided  for  by  the  Insurance 
Act  of  1912,  on  which  Dr.  Rarsden  comments  ” Despite  it's  grievous  despotism 
(the  Act)  will  prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  people  by  the  early  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  consumption  at  suitable  sanatoria.^”  At  present,  much 
valuable  time  is  lost  before  patients  can  obtain  the  benefit,  but  this  is 
doubtless  due  to  the  deficient  number  of  sanatoria  provided."  In  1919* 
reference  is  made  to  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  Uppermill  serving  both 
districts.  In  1918  and  19,  the  still  remembered  Influenza  Epidemic  caused 
a  total  of  66  deaths  in  the  district,  and  in  1921  and  22,  an  "1  epidemic 
of  mild  smallpox  (Alastrim),  which  broke  out  at  Dobcross,  gave  rise  to  67 
cases  and  oi.e  death.  During  this  period  the  smallpox  hospital  at 
Runninghill  did  trojan  service. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  was  made  compulsory  in  1913 
and  Dr.  Wakelan  was,  as  early  as  1907  distributing  leaflets  to  mothers 
on  the  care  of  infants.  In  19-14*  a  School  Nurse  -  Health  Visitor  started 
work  in  Saddleworth,  and  in  1920  tie  Springhead  District-Nurse  undertook 
this  work.  By  this  tine,  there  were  three  District  Nursing  Associations 
providing  nursing  5n  the  homes..  In  1926,  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  was 
opened  by  the  County  Council  in  Uppermill  and  a  voluntary  Child  Welfare 
Centre  was  opened  for  Springhead  and  Lees  in  1930*  to  be  taken  over  by 
the  County  in  1935 • 


In  1912  Dr.  Ransden  comments  that  "There  are  several  excellent  midwives 
in  the  district,  clean  and  trustworthy  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word, 
but  there  are  also  a  few  who  would  be  better  employed  in  other  work" ,  and 

% 

in  1926,  following  the  Midwivea  Act  of  1921,  he  reports  that  "The 
district  is  now  adequately  supplied  with  qualified  midwives"  1 

This  chapter  of  achievements  in  the  field  of  environmental 
hygiene  and  public  enlightenment,  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
striking  contrast  of  the  figures  quoted  earlier,  but  we  must  also  remember 
the  other  factors,  such'  as  better  nutrition  due  to  the  rising  standard  of 
living  and  advances  in 'medical  science. 

Much  still  remains  to  be  done;  food  and  milk  still  carry  infection 

from  .time  to  time,  and  unnecessary  deaths  are  still  occurring  in  infancy. 

£ 

Tuberculosis  is  still  with  Us,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
entirely  eradicated,  given  sufficient  determination. 

•  Finally  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 

t  . . . 

Committee,  and  my  colleagues  on  the  Council  staff  for  another  year  of, 
harmonious  team  work.  Not  forgetting  also,  the  many  members  of  the  public 
of  £>addleworth ,  who  have,  by  their  co-operation  and  public  spirit 
played  their  part  in  making  this  a  healthy  and  therefore  happier  place  in 
which  to  live, 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  BURY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Section  A. 


General  Statistics  relating  to  the  District. 

Area:  18,485  acres. 

Population:  Enumerated  (1931  census)  -  Springhead  U.D.  4833 

Saddieworth  U.D.  12620 

17453 

Registrar  General's  Estimate  (Mid.  1950)  168IO 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1950  according  to 

rate  books:  5881 

Rateable  Value: 


The  sum  represented  by  a 

Id.  rate: 

.€405 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births 

Live  Births . 

Males 

Females 

Tota] 

Legitimate 

125 

95 

220 

Illegitimate 

7 

4 

11 

- 

1  - 

99 

231 

This  gives  a  crude  birth  rate  of: 

13.7  per 

1000  population 

•A  comparable  birth  rate  of: 

14.3  " 

11 

« 

Compared  with  average  of  last 

14  *  9  " 

11 

11 

10  years  ? 

* 

West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  1950; 

16  0  3 

K 

H 

England  and  Wales  1950: 

15.8  " 

II 

II 

*  The  comparability  figure  for  the  district  being  1.04 
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Still  Births . 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


England  and  ales  195 0  » 

Deaths 

Deaths  in  the  districti 
Transferred  into  districti 
Transferred  out  of  districti 
Total  allocated  to  district: 


Males 

3 

1 

Females 

2 

1 

Total 

5 

2 

4 

3 

7 

of : 0,42 

per  1000 

popula- 

1  0.53 

if  it 

■ 

:  0.40 

n  if 

1 

0.37 

it  n 

■ 

Males 

Females 

Total 

87 

99 

186 

33 

41 

74 

9 

7 

16 

111 

1 33 

244 

This  gives  a  crude  death  rate  of  14«5  per  1000  population,  and  a 
comparable  death  rate  of  13«2  per  1000  population.* 

Compared  with  average  of  last-  10  years?  16.3  per  1000  population, 
Test  Riding  of  Yorkshire  1950s  11.8  "  "  " 

England  and  ^ales  1950s  11.6  "  "  " 

*  The  comparability  factor  for  the  district  being  0.91* 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Aae . 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males  Females  Total 

4  5  9 

_ 1 _ 1 

4  6  10 


This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  of  43  per  1000  live  births, 

* 

Compared  with  average  of  last  10  years*  47*5  H  H  " 

7*est  Riding  of  Yorkshire  1950 <  35  11  "  " 

England  and  "ales  1950:  30  "  "  " 


•«*»  **•  ,« 
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The  causes  of  death  under  One  Year  were:- 


’^hooping-cough 

1 

Age 

4  months • 

Asphyxia 

1 

5  months • 

Prematurity 

3 

1  hour,  5  hours,  2  days.  , 

Pneumonia 

4 

1  week,  3  weeks  (2),  6  months. 

Convulsions . 

l 

4  days . 

10 

^nfantile  Diarrhoea. 

No  deaths  coning  under  this  heeding  gives  a:- 

Death  rate  in  Infants  under  2  years  ofi  NIL  per  1000  live  births. 


Compared  with  average  of  lest  10  years* 

3.68 

« 

II  II  H 

T7est  Riding  of  Yorkshire  1950! 

3.27 

n 

II  It  H 

England  and  ‘'ales  1950. 

1.9 

11 

II  II  H 

Maternal  Deaths 

’  ■  v  .  ;  •  ;/ 

Maternal  deaths  for  1950  numbered  : 

NIL  _ 

Compared  with  average  of  last  10  years: 

2.32 

per 

1000  live  and  still-births 

^Test  Riding  of  Yorkshire  1950: 

0.98 

11 

11  11  11  nil 

England  and  TTales  1950: 

0.86 

n 

11  11  11  «  " 

-  4  - 


PRINCIPLE  CAUSES  CF  DEATH 


4 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

2 

1 

1 

*  (Other) 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

- 

— 

— 

Uheoping-c  ough 

1 

- 

1 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  iclionyelitis- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

- 

• 

•» 

Other  Infective  &  Farasitic  Diseases 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasia,  Stomach 

10 

5 

5 

"  "  Lung,  Bronchus 

2 

2 

"  B  Breast. 

3 

- 

3 

"  N  Uterus. 

«. 

Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasns 

11 

7 

4 

Diabetes 

3 

2 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System. 

3*> 

18 

18 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina. 

24 

13 

11 

Hypertension  >7ith  Heart  Disease 

6 

2 

4 

Other  Heart  Disease 

49 

18 

31 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

13 

7 

6 

Influenza 

- 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

22 

8 

14 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System* 

1 

1 

- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

- 

- 

- 

Gastro  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea. 

- 

- 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis.. 

5 

3 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

2 

- 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion. 

• 

•» 

- . 

Congenital  malformations  , 

3 

2 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases. 

38 

14 

24 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

1 

- 

All  Other  Accidents 

4 

2 

2 

Suicide 

1 

1 

- 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  V.'ar 

- 

- 

- 

244 

Ill 

133 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE 

No*  of  Rate  per 

Average 

7/est 

England 

1  Deaths.  1,000 

rate  last  Riding 

and 

population 

10  years 

of  Yorks  7/ales 

f  Tuberculosis  of 

1 

i 

Respiratory  System  '  2  0.12 

1  : 

0.32 

0*26 

O.36 

Other  forms  of  1  1  0.06 

!  0.10 

0.04 

1 

! 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory  Diseases 

i  (Excluding  Tuberculosis )2&  1*55 

1.6l 

1.18 

I 

Cancer  26  1.55 

2.16 

1 

|  1.83 

,   T 

» 

1 

•  Heart  &  Circulatory 

i 

Diseases.  $*2  5*47 

:  4»9^ 

4.39 

.  ■  1 
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Section  B.  , 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  Saddleworth,  which  since  July  5th,  1948, 
is  within  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  Area.  As  hospital  facilities 
are  more  easily  available  across  the  County  Boundary  however,  it  has  been 
agreed  that  hospitals  in  the  Manchester  Region  should  serve  this  district. 

General  cases  go  to  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary,  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital,  Oldham,  and  Ashton  District  Infirmary,  specialised  hospitals 
being  available  in  .Manchester.  Maternity  beds  are  provided  at  Boundary 
Park  General  Hospital,  Oldham,  and  infectious  diseases  beds  are  provided  at 
Westhulme  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Venereal  Disease. 

Confidential  treatment  is  available  at  York  Place,  New  North  Rd, 
Huddersfield  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  6-8  p.m. ,  and 
on  Wednesday  from  10.0  a.m.,  to  12  noon,  also  at  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary. 

Cancer. 

Facilities  for  radium  and  other  treatment  are  available  to  Saddleworth 
residents  at:- 

The  Radium  Institute,  Manchester. 

The  Royal  Infirmary,  Oldham. 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital,  Oldham. 

The  District  Infirmary,  Ashton-U-Lyne. 

Ambulance  Services. 

The  Oldham  Ambulance  Service  based  on  the  Central  Depot,  Kelsall 
Street,  Oldham,  provides  full  ambulance  cover  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Saddleworth.  This  arrangement  operated  before  the  5th  July, 

1948*  when  the  National  Health  Service  Act  cone  into  forae,  and  has  been 
continued  at  the  request  of  the  "est  Riding  County  Council  since  that  date. 

All  the  statutory  obligations  placed  on  the  West  Riding  County  Council  by  virtue 
of  the  Act,  so  far  as  it  concerns  ambulance  work,  are  carried  out  by  this 
service. 


Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  work  likely  to  bo  encountered  in  a  hilly 


-  6  - 


area  such  as  Saddleworth  Urban  District,  special  equipment,  ropes, 
special  type  stretchers  etc.,  are  kept  in  Kelsall  Street  Depot  for  use  when 
bringing  injured  persons  down  hillsides  etc. 

For  mental  cases,  the  County  Council  Ambulances  are  generally 
used,  as  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  comes  from  Huddersfield  with  the 
ambulance  he  has  arranged  for  the  patients  transfer  to  hospital. 

The  total  figures  of  cases  moved  during  the  year  are  given 

overelaf . 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

Clinical  laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Oldham  Hospitals 
Joint  Laboratory,  and  Public  Health  Laboratory  v;ork  is  carried  out  by  the 
Public  health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Wakefield  and  Manchester  laboratories. 
Section  C, 

Prevention  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Table  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  .during  1950. 


Disease  } 

I 

Average  notifications 
over  the  last  10  years 

1 

1950  j 

Removed  to 
Hospital . 

| 

Deaths . 

/ 

1 

Small  Pox 

1 

0 

0 

0 

"1 

•  0  ! 

Scarl at  Fever 

j 

29-5 

52  j 

6 

j  0  i 

1 

Diphtheria 

5.7 

!  0 

0 

0  ! 

Whooping-cough 

39.3 

118 

•  * 

0 

1  : 

1 

1 

Measles 

! 

144.2 

150  : 

| 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

14.2 

1 

i  12 

0 

!  3  ! 

1 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningtitia 

* 

0.6 

i 

i  0 

0 

0  0 

Acute 

Polio-myelitid 
&  Encephalitis . 

■  | 

0.9 

1  1 

i 

1 

Erysipelas 

* 

3.2 

]'  4 

i 

1  _  i 

j  i 

Enteric  Fever 

! 

0.5 

0 

i 

0 

0 

J 

1  IJysentery 

0.7 

!  95 

;  0 

i  1  1 

,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

t 

;  0.1 

1 

0 

•  ■  0 

1  0 

< 

1  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

>•  *  0.7 

0 

« 

1 

0 

0 

1 

j  Food  Poisoning 

0.9-  * 

J 

0 

!  0 

•  0 

1 - - - - 

t 

Total 

i  Z/fC  5* 

7 

c 

Total 


i 

» 
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Ages  of  Cases  and  Deaths'*1  in  Principle  Diseases . 


1 

j 

Age 

i - 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

T.hooping 

cough 

Polio 

Encephalitis) 
&  Mveltis. 

Under  1 

0 

i 

i 

;  0 

0 

1- 

6 

r 

(D15 

! 

0 

1-2 

0 

0 

i 

0 

14 

11 

1 

0 

l 

2  "3 

f 

2 

|  0 

1 

21 

23 

0  : 

i 

3  **  4 

3 

0 

1 

0 

11 

22 

. 

°  i 

4-3 

9 

0 

0 

21 

18 

1 

0 

;  5-io 

31 

0 

1 

73 

26 

0  ! 

O 

1 

tn 

2 

0 

1 

0 

4 

1 

15  -  25 

5 

i  0 

0 

1 

I 

0 

0 

■ 

0  ! 

25  -  35 

0 

!  0 

1  4 

0 

0 

0 

35  -  45 

0 

• 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

45  -  65 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0  1 

Over  65 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0  1 

1 

0 

52" 

0 

12 

150 

118  ; 

t  I 

♦Deaths  in  brackets. 
Hospital  Treatment. 


The  arrangement  continues  whereby  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
requiring  hospital  treatment  are  removed  to  T/esthulme  Hospital ,  Oldham* 

Scarlet  Fever*  was  again  fairly  common,  but  in  the  usual  mild  form  which  we 
expect  these  days*  The  case  rate  works  out  at  3«0 9  per  1000  of  the  population, 
compared  with  1*80  for  the  average  of  the  last  10  years,  and  1*50  for  England 
and  ales  for  this  year.  There  were  no  deaths* 

Measles .  This  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  year  with  a  rate  of  8*92 
compared  with  8*80  for  the  last  10  years,  and  8*39  for  England  and  '"ales •  In 
most  cases  it  was  mild,  there  being  no  deaths. 

^hooping-* ough *  Incidence  was  high  with  a  rate  of  7*02  per  1000  of  the 
population,  compared  with  the  avciage  of  2*40  over  the  last  10  years,  and 
3*6 0  for  England  and  "ales* 


There  was  one  death,  an  infant  of  4  months 
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Diphtheria.  There  was  no  case  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis .  There  was  one  case  of  poliomyelitis,  aged  12  years,  who 
was  severely  affected. 

Food  loisoning.  No  case  was  notified  or  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year. 

Small -Fox.  Several  cases  suspected  of  smallpox  were  seen  during  the  month  of 

May,  but  all  proved  to  be  suffering  from  some  other  condition.  In  view  of 

enquiries  made  by  the  public,  I  issued  the  following  statement  to  the  press i- 

" There  are  no  grounds  for  recommending  that  persons  living  in  this  area  should 
be  vaccinated.  For  those  however,  who  wish  to  be  protected  against  smallpox- 
by  vaccinatioi^  or  re-vaccination,  I  would  point  out  that  general  practitioners 
can  carry  out  vaccination  free  under  the  County  Council  Scheme. 

Free  vaccination  is  offered  to  all  infants  and  children  under  school  age 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  Springhead,  UppermilL,  Greenfield  and  Delph. 

Vaccination  in  infancy  is  recomended,  as  it  causes  little  inconvenience  and 
pre*ludes  risk  of  discomfort  if  the  need  for  vaccination  arises  in  adult  life"  . 

H 

There  was  only  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  vaccinations 
carried  out  at  clinics  and  by  general  practitioners.-  The  majority  of  the 
Health  department  staff  volunteered  for  vaccination,  and  this  was  carried  out. 
Influenza,  did  not  occur  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  carried  out  at  all  sessions  of  all 
Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  division,  and  all  schools  are  visited  during  the 
year  for  immunisation  of  entrants  not  already  protected,  and  for  the  giving 
of  reinforcing  dosea  at  4  yearly  intervals. 

Propaganda  is  confined  to  leaflets  distributed  at  Welfare  °entres, 
and  in  the  Home  by  the  Health  Visitors,  and  letters  addressed  to  the  parents 
when  reinforcing  doses  are  due  in  school  children.  In  view  of  the  low 
refusal  rate,  this  appears  at  the  moment  to  be  sufficient. 

Figures  for  the  year  are  summarised  cvorlcaf.  * 
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Under  9 's 


■  Immunisations 

completed  at  clinics 

94 

n 

”  by  Private 

Practitioners 
•  -  .  » 

59 

t 

Total 

153 

■1-  15 

years . 

»  « 

Immunisations 

completed  at  schools 

Nil. 

M  It 

by  private 
Fractitioners 

9 

Total 

9 

Booster 

doses  given  at 

clinics 

3 

h 

it  it  •  11 

t 

schools 

350 

n 

"  11  by  private  Practitioners 

18 

1  ■•••  •  '  r  •  r 

t,  .  .  JL. 

Total 

371 

Irrmnisation  State  of  Child  Population  -  31st  December.  1950* 


Age  at  31.12,50 

Under 

.  ..  1 

1 

2 

L.3 

4 

5  -  9 

10-19 

Total  under  19. 

Born  in  the  year 

1  ■  1 

1950 , 

1949 

1  T 

1948' 1947 

\ 

1946  1941  -  5 

| 

1936-40 

>  ;  ■ 

:  i  .  ,  ,  .  , 

. 

No.  immunised 

'!  6  i 

1  ' 

103 

200 

212 

— 

167 

1  11 

937 

854 

2479 

No.  who'  have  had 
booster  doses 
within  the  last 

4  years. 

> 

“  1 

; 

i 

. 

r“H 

- 

” 

3 

594 

595 

1192 

No.  of  children 
on  Divisional 
Office  files. 

1  1 

233 

I 

.  1.  _ 

249 

 . 

256 

-*i 

234 

266 

960 

a*.' 

3138 

%  age  of  above 
immunised 

! 

!  zM 

41?? 

7$% 

— 

74^ 

97^ 

95£ 

79% 

Figures  supplied 
by  Registrar 
General 

1297 

» 

2049 

9282  . . . 

%  age  of  above 
immunised 

55  M 

87^ 

75% 

"  i 


Vaccination 

I  .  *  »  , 

Vaccination  was  advocated  at  Child  Welfare  Centres 
response  than  last  years- 

Infants  vaccinated  at  Child  Welfare  Centres 

H  •  by  General  practitioners 

> 

Adults  »  "  "  « 


with  a  slightly  better 

-  48 

19 
29 


Total 


96 
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Tuberculosis  Mortality  Table. 


Deaths 

ner  1000  of  ronulation 

Tulmonary 

Non-Fulmcnary 

Total 

Saddleworth  1950 

0.12 

a 

.06 

0.18 

Saddle worth  average  of  last  10  years 

0.32 

.10 

| 

0.42 

I7est  Riding  of  Yorkshire  1950 

0.26 

.04 

. 

0.30 

England  and  "ales  1950 

O.36 

• 

* 

Tuberculosis . 

The  branch  dispensary  at  Upperaill  was  closed  by  the  Huddersfield 
Hospital  lVianagenent  Committee  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  patients  were 
transferred  to  the  Dispensary  at  ®nrker  Street,  Oldham,  in  the  Oldham 
Hospital  Management  Committee  area.  Slightly  better  facilities  are  available 
at  this  centre,  but  patients  still  have  to  attend  the  infirmary  for  radiology. 

During  the  year,  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  resigned  and  has 
not  been  replaced.  The  Health  Visitors  have  undertaken  the  home  visiting 
of  tuberculosis  cases,  but  it  has  perforce,  been  very  incomplete,  as  they 
are  already  overloaded  with  other  work.  Also  they  are  unable  to  attend 
dispensary  sessions,  so  iaCK  direct  contact  with  the  tuberculosis  officer, 
and  full  knowledge  of  the  patients.  Their  work  in  this  respect  has  consisted 
mostly  of  submitting  home  reports  on  new  cases  and  visiting  at  the  request  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  when  contaots  fail  to  attend  the  dispensary  for 
examination  etc.  Discussion  with  the  Oldham  staff  is  in  progress  with  a  view 
to  improving  lias on. 

The  ether  great  difficulty  threatening  the  efficiency  of  the 
tuberculosis  service  locally  is  that,  in  addition  to  the  divided  responsbility 
between  the  Local  Authority  and  the  Hospital  Service,  there  are  two  Regional 
Hospital  Boards  involved  in  this  area,  dispensary  services  being  provided  by  the 
Manchester  Region  and  in-patient  facilities  by  the  Leeds  Region.  Fortunately , 
personal  contact  and  goodwill  by  those  concerned,  particularly  Dr.  H.S.  Bagshaw 

A 

of  the  Oldham  Dispensary,  minimise  these  difficulties,  nevertheless  the  present 
position  causes  some  anxiety. 

The  -waiting  period  between  notification  and  admission  to  Sanatorium 
is  still  far  too  long.  During  1950*  the  period  has  varied  between  one  month 


and  six  months. 
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The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  is  ^urrorised  in  the  following  table:  - 


Resoiratcnv 

Von -Res 

oiratorv 

• 

M 

F 

■  M  , 

•n  , 

i 

Cases  on 

Register  at  1st  January,  1930 

18 

10  . 

8  i 

12 

Notified 

during  the  year 

3 

- 

3 

*  * 

2 

4 

Restored 

to  the  Register 

1 

- 

r 

Added  to 

the  Register  ether  than 

by  notification  • 

1 

2 

l 

- 

Cases : 

Removed 

1 

Recovered 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Diod 

2 

1 

1 

Cases  on 

Register  at  31st  December  1930 

!  22 

13  : 

8 

i« 

Death  ratea  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  are  approximately  those 
of  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Miniature  Mass  Radiography. 

No  visit  of  the  unit  v/as  made  to  this  area  during  the  year. 

Venereal  Disease* 

There  were  four  attendances  at  V.D.  Centrea  by  people  living  in 

•  •  j 

f 

this  district  during  the  year,  none  were  cases  of  venereal  disease.  Attendance 
is  confidential  and  I  am  notified  of  numbers  only.  The  services  of  the  County 
Council  V.D.  Social  7/orker  are  available  for  contact  tracing  etc.,  in  cases 
where  the  consent  of  the  doctor  and  patient  are  forthcoming. 

Dysentery. 

»  f 

A  sudden  and  widespread  outbreak  of  dysentery  occurred  at  the  end  of 

I* 

the  year,  the  course  of  which  is  outlined  in  the  following  extracts  from 

*  *  •*  f» 

my  monthly  reports  to  the  Health  Committee 
Report  for  November.  1950. 

10  cases  at  Dobcross 

1  case  at  Greenfield 

2  cases  at  Delph 
1  case  at  DiggJ  e 

On  the  20th  November,  1930,  a  local  practitioner  notified  two 
suspected  cases,  which  on  bacteriological  investigation,  proved  to  b^  "Scnne” 
Ifysentery.  Further  enquiries  brought  to  light  many  more  cases,  cad  since  then 
a  steady  flow  of  notifications  have  been  received.  The  total  on  the  6th 
December  was  101  cases  known  to  the  department. 
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This  disease  has  been  prevalent  in  the  North  of  England  for  the  last 
two  years,  but  this  district  has  remained  free  until  recently.  It  would 
appear  some  scattered  mild  cases  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  November:,  and 
then  a  food  handler  or  handlers  moist  have  become  infected  and  contaminated 
food,  thus  causing  a  widespread  outbreak  during  the  weekend  17th  -  20th 
November,  some  cases  being  quite  severe.  There  was  a  fresh  batch  of  cases 
amongst  school  children  round  the  29th  November,  which  nay  have  been  due  to 
a  food  handler  infecting  a  school  meal.  So  far,  almost  all  cases  have  occurred 
in  Dobcross,  and  although  no  definite  sourao  of  infection  has  been  identified  Tvith 
certainty,  several  possible  carriers  have  been  identified,  and  the  necessary 
precautions  taken. 

Enough  bacteriological  investigations  have  been  carried  out  to 

establish  that  the  disease  is  widespread  in  Dobcross  and  now  all  the  efforts  of 
*  • 

the  department  are  being  concentrated  on  the  detection  and  surveillance  of 

cases  and  contacts  who  are  connected  with  food  distribution  and  preparation. 

So  far,  spread  has  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  Dobcross  and  it  is  hoped 

that  we  may  be  able  to  prevent  it's  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  district. 

General  practitioners,  caterers,  and  food  distributors,  eta. ,  have 

been  communicated  with,  and  the  general  public  asked  for, their  co-operation 

through  the  press.  The  total  number  of  food  handlers  under  surveillance  at 

present  are  10. 

Report  for  December,  1950. 

52  cases  at  Dobcross. 

8  "  *  Delph 

6  "  "  Uppemill 

3  *  "  Diggle 

6  *  ”  Greenfield 

1  case  "  Scouthead 

1  "  "  Grasscroft. 

Only  one  death  occurred,  an  old  person  already  very  feeble. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

7/e  have  continued  to  give  the  aged  and  infirm  all  the  assistance 
possiblo.  The  Home  Helps  and  District  Nurses  spend  much  of  their  time  with 
aged  persons,  and  Health  Visitors  have  continued  to  give  them  all  the  assistance 


that  their  very  limited  time  allows 
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Caro  of  the  -.ced  (Cont.) 

central  oaddleworth  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  has  been  formed 
and  several  of  the  villagesb  have  their  own  Committee,  and  it  is  hoped”  that 
when  these  are  fully  functioning,  they  will  be  able  to  keep  us  informed  of  any 
help  which  we  can  give,  as  it  is  impossible  with  the  present  staff  shortage  for 
Health  Visitors  to  moke  any  winter  visits  to  the  aged  to  ascertain  their  needs. 

Cases  occasionally  arise,  where  an  old  person  living  alone  who  previously 
refused  all  offers  of  help,  is  suddenly  taken  ill,  and  there  is  a  delay  of 
several  days  before  they  can  be  removed  to  hospital,  or  can  be  persuaded  to 
consent  to  removal.  In  such  crisesE,  the  home  help  and  nursing  service®  are  of  only 
limited  value,  as  neither  service  can  supply  a  night  service  which  is  often 
required*  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  gap  can  be  closed  by  voluntary  effort 
as  in  fact,  is  often  the  case. 

National  Assistance  ^.ct,  19h8,  Section  Zi7. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year.  It's 

«•  •  \ 

application  was  considered  in  two  cases,  but  the  patient  eventually  consented 


to  removal  in  each  case 
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Water  Supplies. 

The  "Mains*  water  supply  in  the  area  of  the  urban  district  continues 
to  be  well  maintained. 

The  Ashton,  Stalybridge,  and  Dukinfield  (District)  Joint  Committee 
have  two  reservoirs  in  the  Greenfield  Valley,  and  a  third:  one  in  the  Chew  Valley, 
This  howsver  is  only  intended  for  compensation  water. 

The  Oldham  Corporation  has  reservoirs  at-'Oastleshaw,  Dowry,  New 

/ 

Years  Bridge,  Crook  Gate,  and  Ready -Con-Dean, 

In  the  Diggle  Valley  are  also  reservoirs  which  feed:  the  Huddersfield 

Canal, 

The  statutory  areas  of  supply  are  as  follows i- 


Area  in  Acres 

R.V. 

Population 

Ashton,  S,  &  D.  (District) 

Waterworks  Joint  Committee 

12,480 

£ 

66 ,640 

11.097 

Oldham  Corporation 

1.341 

20.083 

4.500 

Outside  Statutory  itreas 

4,664 

15,629 

1,200 

An  area  of  approximately  9°0  acres  in  extent  in  the  Denshaw  district 
is  supplied  by  the  Oldham  Corporation  outside  their  statutory  area, 

A  small  area  in  the  Grotton  district  of  approximately  138  acres  is 
supplied  by  the  Ashton,  S,  &  D#  (District)  Waterworks  Joint  Committee,  and 
this  is  also  outside  their  statutory  area. 

Delph,  Dobcross,  Diggle,  Upperraill,  Greenfield  and  Grasscroft  are 
chiefly  supplied  from  the  reservoirs  in  the  Greenfield  Valley. 

Springhead  and  Denshaw  are  supplied  from  the  reservoirs  of  the 
Oldham  Corporation. 

In  same  of  the  more  highly  situated  parts  of  the  district,  the  water 
pressure  was  formerly  not  sufficient  to  supply  houses,  and  this  v/as  remedied 
some  years  ago  by  the  installation  of  a  Booster  Plant  erected  near  Brownhill 
Bridge,  Dobcross. 

The  water  from  these  moorland  reservoirs  is  said  to  be  naturally 
plumbo-solvent ,  so  special  treatment  has  been  adopted  (Aluminoferric  and  chalk 
with  subsequent  filtration  through  pressure  filters). 
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Out  of  the  5692  houses  in  the  district,  over  a  thousand  are  not 
on  a  main  supply  end  use  water  from  wells  and  springs.  *  number  of  these 
are  subject  to  pollution  by  surface  water  and  during  dry  weather  are  apt  to 
fail  altogether.  Odd  samples  taken  from  private  water  supplies  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  have  recently  shown  an  increasing  proportion  of  unsatisfactory 
samples,  for  which  it  is  difficult  to  suggest  a  remedy  other  than  that  the 

water  used  for  drinicing  should  be  boiled.  The  other  difficulty  is  water  supplies 
to  Dairy  Farms . 

The  results  of  tests  of  water  from  private  water  supplies,  shews  that 
many  contain  coliferm  bacilli  in  considerable  numbers,  and  my  interpretation 
of  these  reports  is  that  where  there  are  less  than  one  organism  per  100  ml.,  the 
supply  is  highly  satisfactory;  where  there  are  1  -  2 ,  the  supply  is  satisfactory; 
where  there  are  3-10  the  supply  is  suspect;  and  where  there  are  10  or  more,  the 
supply  is  wholly  unsatisfactory.  irhere  however,  as  is  often  the  case,  these 
organisms  are  of  the  faecal  type  in  any  number.,  the  supply  is  immediately 
suspect.  These  organisms  in  themselves  arc  not  a  danger,  but  they  do  indicate 
W:t  there  is  a  contamination  of  the  water  supply,  which  at  any  time  may  contain 
disease  causing  organisms  such  as  those  of. typhoid,  para-typhoid  fever,  dysentery 
and  salmonella  etc.  These  organisms  can  be  deposited  by  carriers,  either  animal 
or  human,  where  they  may  enter  the  water  supply,  numerous  examples  can  be  quoted  where 
such  unsatisfactory  water  supplies  have  been  used  for  drinking  for  many  years 

without  untoward  results,  and  then  sucdenly  some  tragedy  has  occurred  without 
warning. 

I  suggest  the  irst  step  is  to  bring  up  to  date  our  information  as  to 
the  houses  in  the  district  which  are  supplied"  from  private  supplies ,  this  will 
require  a  house  to  house  survey  in  certain  areas,  a  series  of  samples  of  water 

under  various  conditions  will  then  be  taken,  and  the  results  recorded.  This 

* 

will  then  give  us  a  picture  of  the  areas  where  the  water  supplies  are  not 
satisfactory.  These  areas  can  be  divided  into  three  categories. 

1.  The  houses  in  areas  with  water  mains  within  a  reasonable 
distance  to  the  property. 

2.  The  houses  which  are  situated  in  areas  to  which  water  mains 
could  be  extended  qt  reasonable  cost. 

3*  The  houses  situated  in  areas  where  it  is  net  likely  that  a 
pipe  water  supply  can  be  provided. 
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Class  1  can  be  dealt  with  by  serving  orders  on  the  owners  of  the  houses 
requiring  then  to  connect  these  houses  to  the  nain  supply. 

In  the  case  of  houses  of  the  second  category,  it  nay  be  possible  to  get 
the  owners  of  a  group  of  properties  to  agree  to  sene  joint  schotze  for  extension 
of  the  water  nain,  failing  this,  an  enquiry  by  the  Minister  could  be  asked  for  to 
determine  the  position. 

Properties  falling  into  the  areas  Class  3»  can  be  advised  individually 
on  how  to  improve  their  water  supplies,  possibly  in  certain  cases  by  joint  action, 
and  with  aid  from  the  Local  authority. 

In  the  case  of  Dairy  Farms,  owners  may  be  assisted  in  obtaining  grants 
from  tho  Ministry  of  Agriculture  under  a  special  scheme  for  V<ater  Supplies  to 
Agricultural  Property# 

This  survey  will  of  course  take  some  time  to  complete,  and  will  best 
bo  dono  one  ^ard  at  a  time# 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Mr.  Castle  the  Surveyor  reports  as  follows 
SE'.VERAGE  DETAILS  1950. 

The  whole  of  tho  area  with  the  exception  of  Grasscroft  and  Springhead 
is  sewered  direct  to  the  Shaw  Hall  Bank  Sewage  Disposal  'Tcrks ,  Gre,enfield* 

The  main  sower  from  this  works  follows  roughly  the  direction  of 
tho  River  Tamo  from  Greenfield  to  Denshaw.  Tho  size  of  the  main  outfall  sewer 
varies  in  diameter  from  27"  at  the  works  to  9"  in  Denshaw. 

Branch  sewers  are  picked  up  by  the  main  sewer  from  the  districts 

of  Delph,  New  Delph,  Dobcross,  Higgle,  Uppernill  and  Greenfield. 

The  various  branches  at  Delph  enter  the  12"  main  sewer  near  ^asping 
Mill,  Delph.  Other  branches  from  New  Delph  enter  c.  15"  main  near  Delph  station. 
A  6"  branch  enters  the  18N  main  near  the  TToolpack  Inn,  Dobcross,  and  the  Diggle 

branch  is  picked  up  near  Brownhill  Bridge.  This  is  a  9”  sewer  entering  the  18 

*  “N 

main. 

The  main  is  21n  diameter  through  Uppermill  and  branches  serving  the 
Uppermill  area  are  colleated  at  Court  Street  and  "ade  Lock. 


i 
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An  18"  branch  serving  Greenfield  enters  the  2?"  main  sewer  near  the 
Old  Sewage  Disposal  .torks  off  Che:,  v alley  Road,  Greenfield,  and  the  27"  main  3 ewer 
crosses  the  River  Tame  into  the  <7orks  near  to  it*s  junction  with  the  Chew  Valley 
Brook, 

The  Grasscroft  and  Shaw  Hall  Bank  areas  could  not  gravitate  to  the 
Shaw  Hall  Bank  works,  Greenfield,  due  to  difficulties  of  level  and  the  canal 
crossing.  These  have  been  overcome  by  the  installation  of  a  Pumping  Station  at 
Royal  George  on  the  south  west  side  of  the  district  to  which  all  the  drainage 
of  these  areas  gravitates,  and  are  then  pumped  back  to  the  Greenfield  T.’orks. 

A  7"  diameter  sewer  serves  the  Shaw  Hall  Bank  area  and  increases,  to 
12"  aiter  picking  up  a  9”  branch  sewer  serving  the  Grasscroft  district. 

At  the  Royal  George  pumping  station  there  are  three  pumps*  two  of 
which  have  3*509  gallons  per  minute  capacity,  driven  by  18  H.P.,  electric 
motors,  and  one  of  1,509  gallons  per  minute  capacity  driven  by  a  5  H.P.  electric  1, 
motor,  all  of  which  are  automatic  float  controlled. 

All  the  sewage  flow®  to  one  sump  or  well  in  which  the  floats  are 
fixed  at  different  levels  according  to  the  size  of  the  pump  and  period  of 
entering. 

In  normal  day  periods,  the  small  pump  is  more  than  adequate  for  the 
flow  and  only  works  at  interval®,  but  in  the  event  of  an  increase  in  the 
flo.,  caused  by  rain,  storms  etc#,  which  this  pump  cannot  control,  tho  water 
level  in  the  well  rises  and  engage®  the  float  of  one  of  the  larger  pui^ps  which 

is  immediately  brought  into  commission  and  the  small  pump  is  cut  out  by  an 
automatic:  control# 

The  sewage  from  tho  pumping  station  is  pimped  to  the  works  at  Shaw 
Hall  Bank  through  8"  cast  iron  pipes  for  treatment  along  with  the  sewage  from 
other  parts  of  the  district. 

A  6"  separate  branch  sewer  serve®  certain  parts  of  Manchester  Road, 
and  Dacres  -^state,  and  enters  the  works  at  Shaw  Hall  Bank  at  the  same  point  as  the 
main  outfall  sewer.  :*■ 

The  Springhead  part  cf  the  district  is  sewered  by  gravitation  to  the 
Jr-itses  Sewage  disposal  «crks  which  is  situate  in  the  area  of  the  Limehurst 
Rural  District  Council. 


I* 
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A  3,5*  main  outfall  sower  fellows  roughly  the  line  of  tho  River 
Modlock  through  Lees  to. the  Boundary  cf  Springhead  area  at  Hartshead  Street,  and 
thence  branch  sowers  extend  to  Peterhead,  Austerlonds,  and  Scouthead  areas  through 
Thcrnlea  Fold  tc  Lydgate.  There  oro  no  sewers  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Springhead  area  beyond  Scouthead  and  Austerlonds. 

Trade  waste  effluents  from  factories  and  works  in  various  part* 
of  the  area  are  connected  to  the  main  sewers  at  Different  points  by  private 
drains.  The  volune  of  effluent  discharged  from  these  prenisea  is  netered 

at  the  point  of  connection  to  tho  sewor  and  a  charge  is  node  by  the  Council 

|. 

to  the  respective  owners  of  the  prenisea  for  the  treatnent  of  the  sewage. 

There  are  still  four  factories  in  tho  district  which  have  trade  waste  discharges, 
which  are  not  connected  to  the  sewerage  systen, 

t 

.  Most  of  the  built  up  aroa  of  the  district  is  sewered,  but  there  are 

•  -  .  i  ; 

certain  properties  on  the  outlying  hillsides  which  still  require  sewers 
extending  to  connoat  then  to  the  main  drainage  systen. 

Owing  to  the  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure,  it  has  net  boen 
found  possible  to  proceed  with  any  of  the  major  sewer  extensions  required 
to  serve  the  hillside  properties. 

f 

26  New  houses  have  been  connected  to  tho  sewer  during  the  year. 

f  • 

38  Additional  water  closets  have  been  installed  in  private  houses  and 
industrial  prenisea  and  5  waste  water  closets. have  been  converted  to  fresh 
water  closets. 

New  soil  and  surface  water  sewers  heve  been  laid  for  72  houses  at 
Carr  Lane,  Greenfield  and  for  20  houses  at  Sugar  Lane,  Dobcross. 

Mr.  Kershaw  the  Sewage  Works  Manager  reports  as  follows  1- 

135Q. 

1  j 

498  million  gallons  cf  domestic  sewage  and  trade  offluents  were 
satisfactorily  purified  at  the  Council's  Sewage  TTorks  at  Greenfield  and  Springhead. 
22  tons  of  tho  precipitant  "Aluninoferric 8  wor  e  used  in  the  process;  thii£  i0 
a  reduction  on  the  previous  year,  duo  in  part  to  tho  heavier  rainfall  causii#6 
weaker  sewages,  and  to  an  improved  method  cf  aiddition  of  tho  precipitant  to 
the  sewage  flow. 


I 
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At  the  Greenfield  7/orks,  work  was  continued  on  the  new  sludge 
•  '  * 

digestor,  sludge  disposal  was  carried  as  before  on  drying  beds*  At  Springhead, 
work  was  started  on  the  new  sludge  disposal  schcno  for  tho  alleviation  of  the 
pressing  sludgo  disposal  problem. 

Tho  filters  at  both  works  were  again  treated  with  tho  insecticido 
•^amoxano"  to  control  the  filter  flioa,  and  good  results  were  obtained* 

In  the  laboratory,  work  was  continued"  on  the  investigation  of  tho  problems 
of  the  treatment  of  various  trades  waste,  and  on  the  routine  control  cf  tho  two 
works • 

■  ■  •  / 

Housing. 

Many  of  the  houses  in  the  district  aro  not  fit  for  human  habitation, 
judged  on  standards  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Some  are 
structurally  unsound,  and  over  10^  aro  of  the  back  to  back  type,  and  some  arc 
back  to  earth.  All  those  will  be  dealt  with  under  Sect.  11.,  or  25 ,  of  the 
Housing  Act  when  the  housing  situation  permits. 

Some  housesL,  although  otherwise  unsatisfactory,  are  of  sound 
construction  and  are  capable  of  re-conditioning  or  re-construction  to  bring  them 
up  to  modem  requirements,  but  no  application  has  been  made  by  any  owner  under 
Part  I  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949*  In  the  meantime,  it  is  only  possible  to  keep 
the  houses  in  as  reasonable  a  stato  of  repair  as  possible  by  action  under  tho 
Public  ^calth,  and  Housing  Acta,  having  in  mind  the  need  to  make  the  best  of 
every  house  available  during  tho  prosont  housing  shortage.  Full  -particulars  of 
the  action  taken  during  the  year  arc  given  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector* 

Applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council  houseSE  at  the  end  of  the  year 
numbered  245  *  consisting  of t--  -  L 

65  familiesi  living  in  rooms. 

122  families  requiring  more  suitable  accommodation. 

8  families  requiring  rehousing  on  medical  grounds. 

26  elderly  couples,  requiring  bungalows. 

22  families  resident  outside  Saddleworth. 

1  Agricultural  Worker. 

1  Miner. 


245 
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Milk* 

The  Milk  anti  dairies  Regulations  1949*  havo  considerably  altered 
the  functions  of  this  Authority,  as  a  largo  proportion  of  the  nilk  distributors 
in  the  area  are  also  producers,  and  nost  dairies  arc  also  dairy  faros*  Theso 
are  new  no  longer  registered  with  this  Authority,  but  with  the  Ministry  of 

f,  '  .«  * 

Agriculture  and  Fisheries.,  This  Authority  however:  renn ins  responsible 
for  the  supervision  of  retail  distribution  and  sale  of  nilk,  and  I  as  Medical 
Officer  an  responsible  for  provisions  with  regard  to  the  infection  of  nilk* 

One  order  was  issued  regarding  nilk  infected  with  tuberculosis  to  be 
heat  treated.  .another  order  was  considered,  but  the  nilk  producer  concerned, 
agreed  voluntarily  to  have  his  nilk  heat  treated* 

C  .taring  Industry. 

This  is  becoming  an  increasingly  inportant  industry  in  the 
districts.  The  Food  Executive  Officer  reports  that  17  new  catering  licence® 
were  issued  during  the  year,,  making  a  total  of  162  in  operation  at  the  year  end. 
Fee ^  HygAyfle. 

The  campaigning  for  inprovenont  in  tho  hygiene  of  feed  handling 
continued,  and  tho  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  gave  lecturos  and 
demonstrations  on  the  subject  at  a  public  meeting. to  which  persons  onployed  in  tho 
catering  industry  and  in  food  shops  were  specially  invitod,  and  at  cookery 
demonstrations  on  the  invitation  of  the  local  representative  of  the  North 
'..bstern  Ga3  Board*  Tho  films  "/mother  Case  of  Food  Poisoning"  and  "Fly 
about  tho  House" ,  woro  exhibited  by  tho  Central  Office  of  Information 
mobile  cinema. 

Byelaws. 

Byelaws  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cl.eanly  conditions 
and  practices  in  connection^  vlth  tho  handling,  wrapping,  and  delivery  of  food, 
sold  or  intended  for  salo,  for  human  consumption,  and  ip  connection  with  the 
sale  or  oxposuro  for  salo  in  the  opon  air,  of  food  intended  for  human  consumption, 
as  reccmmonded  by  tho  Ministry  'of  Food,  were  adopted  by  the  Urban  district 
Council  under  powers  given  by  beet.  15  of  tho  Food  and  ■‘•'rugs  Act,  1938* 
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School  Duildin^s. 

« 

Lyd'-ate  C.  of  E.  School. 

•  4 

Washing  facilities  are  very  inadequate,  there  being  only  four  basins 
and  two  roller  towels  fer  72  children,  and  there  is  no  hot  water  laid  on*.  There 
are  no  doors  on  the  lavatories,  the  cisterns  of  which  freeze  up  in  cold  weather’* 
Friozlancl  County  Urinary  School. 

‘.'.ashing  facilities  are  insufficient,  there  being  only  two  roller 
towels  for  100  children,  and  no  hot  water  laid  on  tho  taaaii 
J3E  ^onfield  County  Primary  School, 

There  are  insufficient  basins,  10  for  150  children,  and  there  is 
no  hot  water  laid  on.  There  are  only  four  roller  towels,  which  is  not 

4 

sufficient. 

St.  Mary's  C.  of  E.  School.  Greenfield. 

' ' 

There  are  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  for  the  infants  who  share 

■  t 

the  girls  accommodation*  a  long  walk  from  the  classroom*. 

Washing  facilities  are  totally  inadequate,  there  being  only  two  basins 
placed  outside  in  the  playground  for  93  children.  Individual  towels  and  soap 
supply  are  kept  in  the  classroom  and  have  to  be  asked  for.  There  is  of  course, 

v  *«* 

no\  hot  water  supply, 

Tho  building  is  badly  ventilated,  no  air  inlets  being  provided,  thus 

...  (J 

causing  draughts  under  the  doors  etc. 

Doctor  Lane  Controlled  School,  Dcouthoad. 

Only  two  wash  bowls  are  provided  for  68  children.  These  are  in  an 
outhouse  and  are  too  high  for  small  children  to  reach.  There  is  no  hot  water 
supply.  Soap  is  kept  in  the  classroom  and  individual  towels  are  supplied  only 
to  children  who  stay  to  dinner.  One  bowl  of  warm  water  is  provided  in  the  class¬ 
room  before  dinner  in  the  winter.  There  is  inadequate  cloakroom  space  in  a  dark 
iM ventilated  corridor.  The  heating  is  inadequate,  with  the  result  that  ventilators 
are  stuffed  up,  causing  bad  ventilation  and  draughts  under  doors  etc.* 

Frjarnere  3t«  Thomas’s  County  Infant  School.  Deioh. 

There  are  no  washing  facilities  installed  in  this  school  at  all-4  A 
hand  bowl  is  provided  in  the  classroom  before  dinner*  There  is  no  proper 
cloakroom,  and  coats  have  to  be  hung  on  pegs  in  the  classroom.  Very  "smelly" 
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closets  of  the  waste  water  type  are  provided.  Ventilation  is  very  poor* 
Prlaneore  County  Ir inary  School.  Del:*. 

Washing  facilities  are  inadequate,  only  four  hand  basins  being  provided 
for  80  children,  and  two  roller  towels#  There  is  no  hot  water.  Both  heating 
and  ventilation  in  this  school  are  very  inadequate. 

f  * 

Holy  Trinity  C.  of  E.  ochool,  Dobcross. 

There  are  only  two  W.C.'a  for  51  infanta  which  is  insufficient.  The 
urinal  is  also  badly  situated  in  the  playground,  and  no  water  is  available  for 
flushing  purposes. 

i 

*  "fashing  facilities,  6  bowls ,  and  4  roller  towels  for  117  children  are 

inadequate.  Thore  is  no  hot  water#.  The  nursery  class  have  individual  towels 
hung  down  together  in  tho  classroom.  Cloakroom  space  is  also  insufficient 
for  the  infats • 

Pi,  yle  County  Primary  Sclieol. 

Every  child  has  an  individual  towel  and  hot  water  is  laid  on  wash 
basins  for  infants  and  girls.  There  is  however,  an  overall  insufficiency  of 
7/ash  basins  and  no  hot  water  for  tho  boy*-:. 

Uii'ermill  Secondary  Modern  School. 

Tho  provision  of  ten  wash  basins  with  hot  water  and  cold  water  laid 
on  in  tho  now  hut  have  improved  the  overall  lavatory  facilities  in  this 
school,  but  in  tho  old  building  there  is  no  hot  wator  and  a  total  of  28 
hand  basins  for  300  children  does  not  como  up  to  tho  desired  standard  of  one 
por  eight  scholars.  Eight  roller  towels  are  provided,  and  many  of  tho  girls 
have  individu-1  towels# 

Uppermill  Parochial  School. 

Wash  basins  ard  insufficient  in  number,  3ix  for  98  childron,  there  is 
no  hot  water  and  only  two  roller  towels# 

The  infant  class  of  38  children  hasi#  since  June  1950*  been  accommodated 
in  the  Parochial  Hall  some  distance  away  .  Here,  the  only  sanitary  fittings 
are  two  adult  w#c.,s,  each  v.dth  one  hand  basin,  this  is  a  totally  inadequate 
prevision.  Hand  towels  are  kept  by  the  mea  ls  supervisor  and  handed  out  bei  cro 


dinner 
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Springhead  Infant  School. 

There  is  an  insufficient  number  of  w.c.'s  for  the  107  infants  in  this 
school.  Thoro  arc  two  indoor  w.c.'s  for  under  5 'a  and  one  for  boys  outside. 
Girls  have  to  share  with  the  sonior  girls  which  are  only  sufficient  in  number  for 
them.  Also,  the  w.c.'s  are  not  of  the  aiHH*  individual  flushing  type  and  are 
very  dirty  and  often  get  choked. 

There  are  only  four  fixed  and  four  portable  hand  basins,  none  with 
hot  water.  Nine  small  hand  towels  are  hung  in  the  cloakroom,  the  five  year 
dds  Gre  provided  with  individual  towels  by  the  meals  supervisor  before  dinner. 

Spring-head  County  Junior  and  Senior  School. 

The  girls  ’w.c.'s  arc  insufficient  in  number  when  shared  with  the 

infants  and  are  dirty  and  liable  to  get  choked  ns  they  arc  not  of  the  individual 
flushing  type. 

Insufficient  hand  basins  are  provided  (ten  for  150  children),  there 
is  no  hot  water  and  only  two  roller  towels  are  provided. 

There  is  no  provision  in  the  cloakroom  for  the  storage  of  clothing 
and  footwear  during  I'.T.  lessons. 

Ventilation  is  poor  due  to  jammed  windows  and  broken  sash  cords. 

Summary 

iho  outstanding  defect  in  the  local  school  buildings  are  the  totally 
inaoequ-.te  cashing  1  acilitiesi  provided  for  the  children.  In  no  school  are  there 
oufficient  hand  basins  to  comply  with  the  recommended  scale  of  one  per  eight 
scholars.  Hot  water  for  washing  is  partly  provided  in  only  two  schools.  In 
only  one  school  are  sufficient  towels  provided  and  roller  towels,  besides  being 
deficient  in  number  are  seldom  laundered  frequently  enough. 

The  seriousness  of  this  situtation  has  been  underlined  during  the  year 
-/hen  there  was  a  great  deal  of  evidence  of  spread  amongst  school  children 
during  an  epidemic  of  dysentery. 
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Often,  towels  are  provided  only  before  dinner  tine,  whcn-it  is  mere 

?  S  .  ■  • 

•  • 

important  that  a  child  should  be  encouraged  tc  Trash  his  hands  at  any  tine  after  a. 

visit  tc  the  lavatory.  No  progress  will  be  made  in  the  drivo  for  more  hygionic 

food  handling,  until  the  facilities  and  encouragement  are  available  in  school  for 

•  • 

^  the  training  of  clean  habits.  • 


Extracts  from  my  report  or  the  Divisional  Health 
Services  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Introduction. 

During  the  year,  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in 
comisolidating  the  divisional  administration  which  is  now  functioning 
satisfactorily.  Generally,  as  vdll  be  seen  from  the  following  figures, 
public  use  oi  the  health  services  offered  has  increased.  The  exception  to 
this  being  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service.  The  loner  figures  for  the 
number  of  confinements  attended  by  County  nidwivesi  is  accounted  for  by  a 
continued  crop  in  the  birth  rate  from  the  post  war  peak,  and  improving  facilities 
for  institutional  confinement  which  is  popular  with  mothers. 

The  infant  death  rate  is  again  disturbingly  high,  prematurity  and 
pneumonia  being  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year.  Seven  of  the 
ten  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  month  of  life,  which  leads  one  to  believe 
that  the  reduction  in  these  figures  should  be  tackled'  through  better  ante¬ 
natal  care  rather  t.xan  infant  welfare,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  at  this 

time,  there  is  so  much  confusion  and  overlapping  in  the  health  service  at  this 
point. 


A  further  trial  in  the  use  of  films  for  education  at  Child  Welfare 
Centres  was  carried  out,  this  time  with  success. 

I  should  particularly  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  ladies  of 
the  voluntary  committee  of  each  Child  ” el fare  Centre  for  their  faithful 
work  during  the  year,  without  their  assistance,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
the  Centres  to  function. 

The  possibilities,  of  direct  health  education  in  a  school  were 

explored. 


lhe  outstanding  defect  in  the  local  school  buildings  are  the 
totally  i .nad^silrQ ■*•<=*  i -it. ios -provided  for  the  children.  In  no  oohool 

are  there  sufficient  hand  basins  to  comply  with  the  roca.niwndp^  scale  of  one 
rwj.  sight  scholars.  Hot  water  for  washing  is  partly  provided  in  only 
ti.o  schools.  In  only  cne  school  are  sufficient  towels  provided,  and  roller 

cwels,  besides  being  deficient  in  number  are  seldom  laundered  frequently 
enough • 
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The  seriousness  of  this  situation  has  been  underlined  during  the 
year  v/hen  there  was  a  great  deal  of  evidence  of  spread  anongst  school  children 
during  an  epidemic  of  dysentery.  Often,  towels  are  provided  only  before 
dinner  tine,  when  it  is  more  important  that  a  child  should  be  encouraged  to 
wash  his  hands  at  any  time  after  a  visit  to  the  lavatory.  No  progress  will 
be  made  in  the  drive  for  more  hygienic  food  handling  until  the  facilities 
and  encouragement  are  available  in  school  for  the  training  of  clean  habits. 
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Maternity  and  Child  'klfare . 

Domiciliary  lii-kvif ery  Service . 

Two  whole-tine  midwivt,3  anl  one  Ilome-Nurse./Midwife  provide  a 
domiciliary  midwifery  service  for  the  whole  area. 


Name. 


At  the  year  end  they  weres- 

Address 


Nurse  M.A.  Stafford.  41 »  talkers  Lane, 

Springhead. 


Nurse  J •  Cook. 


-Thornleighw , 
Fickhill , 
Upper mi 11 . 


Tel  No. 

'MAIN(oidham)3921 

SADD.347 


Nurse  E.  Buxton. 


1,  Flowery  Cottages,  DELPH  385 
Grains  Road, 

Delph. 


District 

Springhead 

Denshaw 

Biggie 

Upper..iill 

Greenfield 

Grasscroft 

Dobcross 

Delph 


Their  work  during  1950  is  summarised  as  follows 


Confinements 

Home  Visits 

Midwife 

As  Jj.dv/ife  As  Mat. Nurse 

Ante-Natal 

Post-Natal 

!  Stafford 

i  *  •  • 

I 

30 

12 

i  330 

I 

679 

Cook 

18 

2 

;  204 

478 

Buxton 

31 

O 

230 

550 

j  Total 

79 

16 

764 

1707 

During  the  year,  increased  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  ante-natal  care. 


Besides  the  increased  responsibility  of  the  midwife  in  the  ante-natal  clinic, 
the  number  of  ante-natal  visits  has  been  increased  and  a  policy  has  been 
introduced,  whereby  regular  blood  pressure  readings  as  well  as  urine  tests 
are  carried  out  by  midwives  on  all  booked  cases  who  do  not  arterd  ante-natal 
clinic,  and  an  attempt  is  made  to  persuade  each  expectant  mother  to  attend  at 
least  once  at  an  ante-natal  clinic  to  have  a  blood  sample  taken. 

t 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia . 

All  three  midvdves  now  have  C-as  and  Air  Certificates,  and  each  is 
equipped  with  Minnettes  Apparatus.  14  mothers  took  advantage  of  this  service 


during  the  year 


Medical  Aid 
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The  following  notices  calling  in  medical  aid  were  issued  during  the 


year  »*• 


Cause 

Cases 

Engaged  Not  Engaged 

Cause 

Cases 

Engaged  Not  Engaged 

Pregnancy 

Lviner-In 

Miscarriage 

- 

1 

Pyrexia 

- 

1 

Threatened  Abortion 

1 

- 

Mastitis 

- 

2 

Illness 

mm 

1  •  '* 

Lebour 

of  Mother 

Malpresentation 

3 

Child 

Ruptured  Peribeum 

1 

7 

Feebleness 

1 

- 

Retained  Placenta 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

Prolonged  Labour 

— 

1 

Jaundice 

— 

i  I 

1 

Total 

3 

19 

« 

Other  returns  from  mi  drives  weres- 

1  notification  of  the  death  of  a  child 
9  notices  of  artificial  feeding 
4  notices  of  still  births 

An£e  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

Sessions  continue  to  be  held  monthly  at  Springhead  and  Uppermill. 
Attendances  at  each  clinic  are  set  out  belowj- 


Clinic  iNo,  of 

Average  No, 

First 

Subsequent 

Post-Natal 

sessions 

of  attendances 
per  session 

attendances 

Attendances 

Attendances , 

Springhead 

12 

10 

29(30) 

93(81) 

17(2) 

Uppermill 

: 

12 

12 

38(29) 

114(78) 

2(5) 

Figures  for  1949  are  inserted  in  brackets  for  comparison. 

I  givo  below,  analysis  of  ante-natal  care  received  by  expectant 


mothers  delivered  in  their  ovai  homej- 

1.  Midwife  only  19 

2.  Midwife  and  General  Practitioner  14 

3*Midwife  and  ante-natal  clinic  3& 

4 »Midwife .general  practitioner 
.  and  ante-natal  clinic  12 

Total  81 

All  mothers  booked  for  confinement  in  Boundary  Park  Hospital* 


receive  ante-natal  care  at  the  hospital 


checked* 
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The  general  drop  in  figures  evident  last  year,  appears  to  have  been 
An  analysis  of  the  ante-natal  care  received  by  expectant  mothers 
(see  table  above),  indicates  improving  co-operation  rath  general  practitioners . 

Post-natal  attendances  have  improved  a  little  this  year*  Every 
endeavour  is  being  made  to  impress  upon  patients  the  importance  of  these. 

Ante-Natal  Hostel. 

There  were  no  admissions  to  the  ante-natal  hostel  from  this  division, 
suitable  cases  being  unwilling  to  leave  other  children  to  the  care  of  the  Home 
Help,  and  places  in  residential  nurseries  being  unobtainable- 
Institutional  Midwifery. 

A  good  institutional  midwifery  service  continues  to  be  supplied  for 
this  area  by  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board* 

Births  in  institutions  outside  the  area  were  notified  as  follows :- 

Live  Births  Still  Births 

96  2 

32 

3 

4 ~ 

1 i|0 _ 2 _ _ _ 

Very  few  applications  for  admission  have  been  refused  and  in  cases 
of  application  on  grounds  of  unsuitable  home  conditions,  reference  is  made 
to  this  office. 

The  detailed  analysis  of  the  proportion  of  domiciliary  to  -- 

‘  v  ,  I 

institutional  confinements  made  last  year,  and  revealing  marked  variations  between 


the  various  villagea  which  make  up 

marked  variation  is  now  evident,  v 

the  d 

•  t , 

.istrict , 

bas  been. 

rep 

ea^ed , 

but 

no 

} 

I  \stj 

tutional 

Fir tin 

Pom 

to ' 1 1'- 

ry;  Births  ■ 

District 

lc 

49  . 

19 

r0 

9/i.9 

.  1990 . j 

1  Dob cross 

16 

00 

r— 

12 

I 

O 

1 

1  Lo* 
lO/o 

■  12 

5C5  ' 

Uppermill 

19 

70%  I 

15 

75% 

8 

32% 

5 

2 5%  1 

1  Grasscroft 

11 

70X  1 

10 

32%  * 

5 

30%. 

..  2. 

175S  ! 

j  Greenfield 

1  31 

b5%  , 

qO 

‘ 

13 

35 % 

ir 

26%  ! 

j  Delph 

j  14 

6  Go  : 

24 

53% 

1Q 

t.  zf 

v  J/o 

•4l/5  1 

;  Springhead 

30 

53% 

2'- 

r 

C- 

Wo 

i  20. 

.50?.  j 

!  Denshaw 

7 

W 

4 

3  ('= 

9 

ljo% 

i  r) 

435  ! 

1  Aus  ter  lands 

9 

33% 

10 

w 

15 

♦  r? 

•62^  ! 
1 

i  Diggle 

;  4 

2 5% 

13 

w 

12 

7 Jo 

t 

j 

32^  j 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital,  Oldham. 
Woodfield  Maternity  Home,  Oldham 
St#  Mary's  Hospital,  Manchester. 

Various  Nursing  Homes . 


! 
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Ante-Natal  Visiting  to  Institutional  Midwifery  Cases. 

HI  bookings  at  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  are  notified  to  this 

office,  and  the  Health  Visitors  make  regular  ante-natal  visits  to  the  hone 
with  the  object  of  advising  re  diet  etc.,  and  preparing  the  nother  for  breast 
feeding.  For  this  purpose,  121  mothers  were  visited  and  a  total  of  281  visits 
were  made* 

"Flying  Squad"  Arrangements . 

A  fully  staffed  and  equijped  obstetrical  flying  squad  based  on 
Boundary  Park  Maternity  Block  is  available  in  this  area,  and  can  be  called  upon 
in  an  emergency  by  general  practitioner  or  midwife. 

< 

Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers . 

The  one  local  dentist  has  undertaken  the  dental  treatment  of  a  few 
expectant  mothers  in  need  of  urgent  dental  treatment,  but  is  unable  to 
undertake  extensive  work  or  the  supply  of  dentures.  Arrangements  have  now 
been  made  for  these  to  be  seen  at  Brighouse  Clinic,  but  so  far,  no  mothers 
have  been  willing  to  undertake  the  long  jounry. 

Still-Births . 

Seven  still-births  were  notified  during  the  year,  two  occurred  in 
institutions  outside  the  area.  Of  the  five  still-births  in  the  district, 
two  were  illegitimate,  the  pregnancy  having  been  concealed  and  no  ante-natal 
care  received.  The  birth  weights  of  four  of  the  seven  were  under  5  lbs., 

(see  tabular  summary  below). 


Case  T/t.  '  Ante-Natal  Care  Confinement 


1  .  ...  - - - 

1.  2.5. 

' 

_ 

i 

None 

a  trended  d*. 

Doctor 

: 

i 

I 

iNOT.ee. 

1 

i 

Illegitimate  -  no  ante¬ 
natal  care. 

2.  3.4 

Hospital 

Hospital 

| 

Premature 

1 

3.  5.0  •  Midwife  & 

Ante-Natal 
Clinic • 

! 

Hospital 

J 

Mother  Rh.  Negative,  but 
no  evidence  of  b-lood 
incompatability.  I 

 ■  ■  — 

T 

4*  5»0  '  None 

l 

Midwife 

Illegitimate  -  Noe  ante- 
natal  care. . i - 

- 1 - 

I 

5.  8.8.  ,  Midwife  & 

j  Ante-Natal 
Clinic . 

Midwife 

Mother  Rh.  Negative, 

but  no  evidence  of* 

blood  incomDatabildty* - 

6.  7*0  Midwife 

i - - - 

Midwife 

_ 

Short  cord  round  neck. 

Midwife , 

7»  8*0  i  A. N. Clinic  &  t  Doctor 

1  Breach  with  extended  legs.! 

Child  Welfare  Centres. 
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Child  Welfare  Centres  continue  to  be  popular  with  mothers. 

Educational  films  have  been  shown  at  all  clinics  once  a  month  during 
the  winter  session  by  arrangement  with  the  Central  Office  of  Information,  and 
have  been  a  useful  means  of  education. 

Health  Education. 

A  further  trial  in  the  use  of  educational  films  in  Child  Welfare  Centres 
vas  made  during  the  year  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Central  Office  of 
Information  Film  Unit.  During  the  winter  session  1950,  a  short  film  of 
about  one  to  one  and  a  half  hours  was  put  on  once  per  month  at  each  of 
the  four  clinics  in  the  district.  The  show  took  place  in  the  general  waiting 
room  and  was  on  a  daylight  screen,  so  that  the  normal  clinic  routine  was  not 
interfered  v.ith,  and  mothers  were  able  to  watch  the  screen  whilst  waiting 
and  drinking  tea,.  This  proved  much  more  successful  than  last  year's 
experiment.  A  questionaire  to  mothers  at  the  beginning  of  1951  showed  that 
90^  enjoyed  the  film®,  and  were  anxious  to  see  more.  Also  several 
interesting  suggestions,  for  films  were  received. 


I 


8 

n 


w 

w 

Ui 
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Child  Welfare  Services  .  , 0 

Infant  Visiting.  .  .  .  V 

Changes  again  occurred  in  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  during  the  year. 
Miss  M.I.  Morris  was  appointed  Assistant .Health  Visitor  on  the  It  May,  1950, 
and  left  to  take  the  course  for  the  Health  Visiters  C«rtif ica,te  m  September. 
Areas  are  now  allocated  as  belows- 


Health  Visitor 

Areas 

C*W.  Centre 

Miss  K.  Mitchell 

Uppermill 

Springhefed 

Dobcross 

Uppermill  -f 

• 

Diggle 

Springhead 

Austerlands 

0  • 

Miss  C.A.  Holroyd 

Delph 

1 

Delph 

(has  car) 

Denshaw 

Greenf ifeld 

Greenfield 

Grasscroft 

•  .  • 

Notif icatlon  of  Births 


Live  Births 
Domiciliary 

| 

Institutional 

Domic iliary  •  j 

Transferred  In  Transferred  Out-  j  Total 

89 

• 

140 

1  !  "  4  [226 

:  ! 

Visits  were  made  to  almost  all  these  coses  and  a  high  proportion 
attended  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  regularly. 

The  position  is  summarised  below:  - 


District  Births  notified  ;  First  visits^  Subsequent  ;  Infants  under ' 

visits  by  ’  1  yr.  attending 


Springhead 
Aus ter lands 

Greenfield 

Grasscroft 

Uppermill 

Diggle 

Dobcross 

Delph 

Denshaw 


Total 


67 

55 

63 

48 


H.V. 's. 


C."  C.  's 


233 


62 

52 

56 

47 


Under  Cver 

12  :  12 

mths  ♦  mths , 

} 

] 

1  , 

193  !  33& 


238  J  338 


301  j  '.'92 


494 


7:0 


44 

29 

42: 

2C 


232 


1490  (2-105 


14' 
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Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

Eight  infants  were  born  prematurely  (birth  wt.  5£  lbs*  or  less) 
to  Saddleworth  mothers  during  1950*  four  were  born  in  hospital  and  four  in 
the  district.  Two  hospital  cases,  birth  weights  2  lbs.  7  ozs.,  and  2  lbs. 
died  within  a  few  hours,  and  one  district  case,  birth  weight  2  lbs.,  was 
removed  to  hospital,  but  died  in  10  days.  Another  district  case,  birth 
weight  3  lbs.,  4  ozs.,  was  removed  to  hospital  after  birth  and  survived. 

All  the  rest  have  thrived  and  need  no  special  care. 

Particulars  of  premature  births  are  given  belowi- 


Case 

Sox  j 

t 

i 

B.W. 

Lbs • Ozs • 

Place  of 
Birth 

Condition  at  end 
of  Year 

Notes .  ! 

1 

M  1 

F 

5*8. 

Home 

j 

Good  progress 

i 

- 

2 

• 

3.4. 

’ 

it  it 

Removal  to  hospital 
after  birth. 

3 

M 

• 

• 

C\J 

Hospital 

Died 

Lived  one  hour 

4 

F 

5.4. 

Home 

* 

Good  progress 

i 

i 

j 

5 

F 

2.0. 

Home 

Died 

Removed  to  hospital  1 
after  birth. 

6 

M 

5.8. 

Hospital 

Good  progress 

- 

7 

F 

5.5. 

Hospital 

it  it 

- 

8 

F 

2.0. 

» 

died 

Lived' five  hours. 

1 

Illegitimate  Children. 

There  were  seven  illegitimate  births  notified  in  the  district 
(including  transfers).  Two  were  still  births,  one  died  at  three  weeks  from 
pneumonia.  The  other  four  are  all  ’healthy  and  well  cared  for. 

Day  Nurseries. 

There  are  no  Local  Authority  Day  Nurseries.  Two  applications 
have  been  received  for  registration  of  industrial  day  nurseries. 

Infant  PSQthg. 

Deaths  of  children  under  one  year,  normally  resident  in  Saddleworth 


number  10,  between  1  and  5  years  -2,5 

Causes  of  death  werei- 
Under  1  year 


Whooping-cough  -  1 
Prematurity  -  % 
Asphyxia  -  1 
Pneumonia .  -  4 
Convuls ions  -  1 


15  years  -  2. 


A  p.e 

4  months. 

1  hr.  5  hrs.  2  days. 

5  months  • 

1  week,  3  weeks (2),  6  months. 
4  days.. 


10 


1-5  years 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Hilary  Tuberculosis 


1 

1 


.5  ~  15  years 


Congenital  heart  disease 
Meningococcal  Septicaemia  — 


1 

1 


Care  and  After-Care. 

Liaison  with  the  hospital  service  and  general  practitioners  during  the 
year  has  nado  progress.  The  Oldham  Hospital  Management  Committee  notify 
admissions  and  discharges  of  children  under  school  leaving  age.  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  report  to  the  doctor.  No  request  for  background  information 
required  by  the  hospital  staff  has  been  received  except  for  a  few  maternity  cases 
When  there  was  a  pressure  on  beds,  and  some  selection  of  cases  was  necessary. 

The  Almoners  Department  at  Oldham  has  been  the  source  of  many  requests 
for  the  services  of  the  L.A.  services  such  as  nursing,  homo  helps  etc. 

Below  is  summarised  the  after-care  work  carried  out  in  the  division 
at  the  request  of  the  hospitals 

Reques  ts  for  After-Care  fron'- 

Oldham  Royal  Infirmary  ~  28 

Boundary  Park  General  Hospital  -  24 
Other  Institutions  -  ^ 


56 


Details  of  v.ork « - 

Details  of  assistance  afforded  by  the  Health  Department, 


Assisted  by  midwife 
Assisted  by  Hone  Nurse 
Assisted  by  ^ealth  Visitor 
Nursing  Equipment  Provided 
Heme  Help  arranged' 

Environmental  investigation  undertaken  2 
Referred  to  Convalescent  Homes  2 

Recuperative  Nor, e.e  . 

Three  persons  were  admitted  to  Convalescent  Homes  undei'  the  County 
erne  at  the  request  of  general  practitioners,  two  to  St*  Anne's  on  Sea,  and  one 
Southport.  Two  families  were  admitted  to  Brentwood  Recuperative  Centre,  . 

Harple,  for  a  period  of  6  weeks. 


No.  of  cases „  XV  itf  - 
6 

38  738 

8 

10 

2 
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Hone  Nuts  ing  Service  ., 

Nurse  Lawton  resigned  in  May  and  Nurse  Me  Gillian  moved  into  the 
Greenfield  nurses  home  in  June.  The  home  nursing  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year 


was  i- 


Dlstricl 

Springhead 

Austerlands 


Nurse _ Address - Tel_Vc* - 

Nurse  N.  Platt.  3,  Gordon  Street,  MAIN ( Oldham)  6371 

Springhead. 


Grass croft 
Greenfield 
Uppernill 
Diggle 

Dobcross 

Delph 

Denshaw 


Nuree  A.  Me  William.  "Moorlands'’,  S^IED.  338. 

Greenbridge  Lane, 

Greenfield. 

•Nurse  E.  Buxton.  ,  1,  Flo-ery  Cottages,  DELH.  335  • 

Grains  Rd, 

Delph. 


•District-Nurse/MidvTife. 

<1  , 

77ork  carried  out  by  then  is  summarised  in  the  table  below 


Chronic 

Intercranial  Vascular  Disease 

Arthritis 

Cancer 

Senility 

Cardiac  Diseases 

Paralysis 

Others 


Medical 


Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
Enemas  only 

tforns 

Tuberculosis 

Asthma 

Skins 

Others 


Surgical 

Scalds  and  Burns 
Injuries 

Post-operative  care 
Otitis  Media 
Abe esses  and  Ulcers 
Colostomy 

Gynoocological  conditions 


Patients 

Visits 

36 

931 

6 

230 

14 

450 

19- 

462 

22 

375 

3 

535 

15 

1,7 

125 

3240 

5 

105 

4 

83 

17 

39 

3 

14 

5 

12  2 

l 

28 

2 

23 

19 

143_ 

56 

577 

5 

36 

9 

138 

18 

4-2 

2 

)2 

17 

j.:0 

7 

07 

3 

20 

il 

IC'S 

GRAN1D  TOTAL  232  48t>2 


Home  Nursing  Service  (Cont) 


The  volume, of  work  continues  the  expansion  noted  last  year. 

Home  Kelp  Service.  -  ■  -  '  ; 

_  ‘  ■  ;  i.  :  !  ! 

At  the:- beginning  of  1950*  the  Home  Kelp  Service  reached .  the  peak  of 
it's  rapid  expansion,  made  possible  by  an  adequate  supply  of  Home  Helps. 

•  I  *  I  ‘  ,i 

During  the  month  of  February,  an  equivalent  of  nine  full-time  Home  Helps 
were  being  employed.  In  May,  it  was  realised  that  the  authorised  establishment 
of  four  was  likely  to  be  exceeded  if  this  rate  of  help  continued  over  the  year, 
so  the  service  vkxS  ruthlessly  cut.  Old  people  who  had  received  a  visit 

from  the  Home  Help  every  day,  now  received  a  visit  only  once  or  twice  a 

;•  .  '  [5  1 '  “  .  ’  -  '  '  -  i 

week,  and  maternity  cases  were  not  given  full  time. help  if  any  relative  or 

friend  could  be  found  to  do  some  of  the  work.  By  July,  this  policy, 
together  with  a  less  demand  had  reduced  the  Hone  Help  hours  provided  to  well 
below  establishment.  In  August,  when  the  establishment  of  Home  Helps  was 

a  '  ‘  1 

increased  for  t  iis  division  to  six,  an  improved  service  was  possible  for  some  of 
the  chronic  cases.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  full  number  of  Hone  Helps 
hours  alio  ..ed  by  the  establishment  was  not  wholly  taken  up  due  to  several 
applications  having  been  withdrawn  when  the  applicant  was  sent  a  copy  of  the 
assessment  form  and  scale  of  charges. 

My-  impression  is  that  if  the  scale  of  charges  was  related  to  the 
number  of  hours  worked,  a  fuller  use  could  be  made  of  the  service,  and  the 
present  establishment  would  just  about  cover  the  needs  in  this  division. 

Taking  the  work  done  over  the  whole  year,  it  will  be  seen  that 
hours  allowed  under  the  allocation,  balance  roughly  with  the  actual  number 
of  Home  Kelp  hours  worked  . 

See  summary  in  table  shown  overleaf. 


Mental  health  Service 
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Lunacy  Acts. 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officer  reports  as  follows *- 
The  work  in  respect  of  this  Division  has  been  exceptionally  li^it,  only 
two  cases  having  been  dealt  with  during  1950*  One,  a  man  aged  Zj.1  years  who 
was  on  two  occasions  certified  and  removed  to  Storthes  Hall  where  he  is  still 

r 

in  receipt  of  treatment.  The  other,  a  man  aged  who  was  Removed  to  the 

t  ,  ••  •  • 

mental  hospital  on  a  three  day  order,  and  remained  there < as  a  voluntary  patient 

.  '  ..  <■  _  •  •'  I  a 

for  another  three  weeks,  and  then  returned  home.  As  intimated  last  year,  I  do 

not  receive  notifications  of  voluntary  patients  admissions. -- - - 

*  .  - - - - 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

At  thp  end  of  the  year,  there  were  under  statutory  supervision  in 

the  area i - 

3  children  under  16 . 

10  adults. 

Several  children  were  under  observation  and  may  become  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  at  a  later  date. 

7/ork  done  by  the  Mental  Health  Social  Workeir  during  the  year  is 
summarised  below i- 


Fatients  visited* 

Statutory  Supervision  -  13 
Awaiting  notification  -  '  1 
Mental  Health  -  1 
Institution  Patients  -  5 
(home  circ.  reports)  _____ 


Total  20 


No.  of  visits  made  to  patients  homea  -  71 

Patients  ascertained  and  notified  -  1 

*  H  "  »  but 

awaiting  examination  -  1 

Fatients  a'uiting  inst  itutional  care  -  1 

Patients  removed  to  institution  -  1 

Patients  removed  from  area  -  1 

"  «  to  H  l 

Patients  receiving  home  training  -  5 

Patients  receiving  training  at  an 

Occupation  Centre  -  1 

Patients  working  -  4 


-  l6 

The  Cental  Health  Social  Worker  whose  tine  is  shared  with  that  of 

1  ■»  '  . 

•  .  »  \  ’ 

Division  No#20. ,  spends  approximately  one  day  per  week  on  work  in  this 
division. 

The  School  Medical  Service. 

The  school  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  estimated:  at  1502. 

I  was  able  to  carry  out  all  school  medical  work  without  assistance 
this  year,  and  all  schools  were  visited  for  the  purpose  of  routine  inspection 
of  scholara.  Many  other  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  the  examination 
of  special  casea,  investigation  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  inspection 
of  buildings,  and  in  connection  with  the  School  Meals  Service  eto*  . 

Total  number  of  scholars  examined  are  sunmrised  below1- 

,*  *•  ”.  •  H 

Routine. 

Entrants  149 

•  *■ 

Second  Age  Group  19& 

Leavers  143 

Total  488 

Other  Inspections . 

-  J  •  'r  . 

Special  Examinations  88 

Re-Inspections  211 

Total  299 

A  satisfactorily  large  proportion  of  parents  attended  inspections 
in  the  entrants  and  second  age  group  inspections,  though  a  much  smaller 
proportion  attended  with  the  leavers. 

Defects  found  are  summarised'  according  to  the  Ministry  of  Education 

•  »:  *  »•  $  '• 

tables  reproduced  overleaf* 


V 
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Defect 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  InsDections 

Code 

iNo.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Refects. 

No. 

Defoe t  or  Disease 

j 

1 

V 

1 

) 

1 

1 

1 

.  .. 

(1) 

Requir¬ 

ing 

treatment 

L2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obso 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

J  (3)  

Requir¬ 

ing 

Treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obso 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(5) 

4* 

-Skin 

8 

4 

1 

1 

5. 

Eyes  (a)Vision 

15 

n 

9 

1 

(b)Squint 

5 

l 

“ 

1 

(c)Other  • 

l 

l 

1 

6. 

Ears  (a)Hearing 

6 

5 

1 

-  - 

(b)Otitis  Media 

5  ' 

2 

2 

1 

(c)Other 

2 

1 

- 

.  7. 

Nose  or  Throat 

25 

40 

6 

7 

.  8. 

Speech 

** 

1 

1 

9. 

Cervical  Glands 

3 

8 

1 

- 

.  10. 

Heart  &  Circulation 

3 

6 

1 

4 

li. 

Lungs 

9 

7 

2 

l 

12. 

Developmental 

(a)  hernia 

1 

1 

1 

”1 

(b)  Other 

2 

1 

i 

- 

«•  ■ 

• 

13. 

Orthopaedic 

*  .  .. 

i. 

:  "  . . 

(a)  Posture 

9 

1 

3 

- 

(b)  Flat  foot 

9 

2: 

H 

- 

(c)  Other 

4 

1  3 

2 

l 

14. 

Nervous  System. 

(a)  Epilepsy 

•m 

1 

t 

_ 

(b)  Other 

1 

_ 

2 

15. 

Psychological 

(a)  Levelopment 

j 

i  1 

3 

: 

. 

a  *  I 

(b)  Stability 

1  1 

8 

2 

4 

16. 

i 

- 

i 

. Other 

«.  -  *> 

i  20 

i 

1 

i 

11  * 

1 

10 

_  .  J 

6 

i 

In  a  large  number  of  cases  recorded  as  requiring  treatment,  treatment  was 

,  * 

already  being  obtained  from  general  practitioners  and  hospitals.  Where'  treatment 
was  necessary,  patients  were  either:- 

(a)  referred  to  general  practitioners. 

(b)  referred  to  hospital. 

(c)  referred  to  specialist  clinics. 

(d)  referred  to  school  nurse  for  treatment  of  minor 
conditions. 

(e)  or  in  some  cases,  parents  were  advised  on  the 
management  of  the  child  at  home,. and  the  teacheir 
was  given  instructions  on  the  management  of  the 
child  in  school. 
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Hie  general  condition  of  the  children  as  compared  with  previous  years 
remains  excellent. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  PHYSICAL  CONDITION  OF  PUPILS  INSFECTED 

DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE  GROUPS. 


. 

Age  Groups 

No.  of 
Pupils 
Inscected 

(A) 

No* 

Good 
%  of 
Col. 2. 

(B) 

No. 

Fair 
%  of 
Col  .2. 

(C) 

No*  1 

! 

Poor 
%  of 
Col. 2 . 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

;  (6) 

Entrants 

149 

55 

36.9 

77 

51.7 

17 

s 

11.4 

Second  Age  Group 

196 

60 

30.6 

113 

57.6 

23 

■  11.8 

1 

Third  Age  Group 

1 43 

39 

27.3 

96 

67.1 

8 

5.6 

i 

Total 

488 

154 

31.6 

286 

58.6 

48 

9.8 1 

1 

I  i 


i  i  '  , 

terap.geme.nt  for  tr s£t ^msri t  of  ■  3E.SC.i_al.  ..defects  . 


/ 


.  i  *  .  U 

1.  Pef$c.t,.of  Yl.gion  .and>  ^auln.t . 

1 1  )'\ 

The  parent  of  a  child  found  with  defects  of  vision  are  given  the 

i  1  ■  -  ’  ‘  s . 

-  >  •  \ 

option  of  obtaining  treatment  through  the  supplementary  ophthalmic  service  or 


-  ■  ) 

being  seen  by  Dr*  Burns  at  a  special  eye  clinic  which  is  arranged  from  time 


to  time* 


During  the  year,  8  eye  clinic . sessions  were  held  at  which  Dr.  Bums 
saw  64  patients,  and  prescribed  23  spectaclesi*  Spectacles  were  obtained  in 
most  cases  by  the  end  of  the  year* 

2.  Ear  t .  Nofrg  and._Tftro.at  .Defects . 

Children  with  disease  of  the  eer,  nose  or  throat,  are  referred  to 
a  special  childrens  E.N.T*  Clinic  arranged  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee 


at  Boundary  Park  Hospital. 

21  cases  were  referred  during  the  year  suffering  from»- 


Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  6  cases 

Enlarged  adenoids  6  " 

Chronic  tonsilitis  '  3  " 

Chronic  Otorrhea  2  " 

Deafness 

Chronic  Rhinitis  1 

Infected  sinuses  3  " 
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Treatment  recommended  was:- 

Removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids  10  cases 


Nasal  drops  5 

Diastolisation  2 

Breathing  exercises 
Removal  of  adenoids 

Antrum  lavage  2 

Ear  Toilet  2 

Audiagram  Test 


No  treatment  recomnended 

All  treatment  recommended  except  those  who  are  still  waiting  for 
removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids  was  carried  out  either  at  the  clinic  or 
at  home  or  school  under  the  supervision  of  the  school  nurse. 

Orthopaedic  Defects . 

Children  with  orthopaedic  defects  were  referred  to  the  orthopaedic 
clinic  arranged  by  the  Oldham  Health  Department,  and  now  staffed  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  following  cases  were  referred 


Flat  Feet  -  1 
Torticollis  -  1 
Scoliosis  -  1 
Injury  -  1 
Hallux  Valgus-  1 
Birth  Palsy  -  1 


4*  Speech  Therapy- 

Seven  cases  of  speech  defect  were  found  during  the  year.  One 

•  % 

received  treatment  at  thw  Oldham  Education  Department  Speech  Clinic,  and  two 
received  treatment  at  Golcar  Clinic.  The  remainder  were  put  on  the  waiting 
list  for  treatment  when  vacancies  occur. 

5.  Child  Guidance. 

Five  cases  were  referred  for  child  guidance  and  attended  the 
^arnsley  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

Minor  Ailments . 

School  Minor  Ailment  clinics  can  not  be  satisfactorily  arranged  in 
the  area,  and  the  school  nurse  visits  each  school  regularly  and  carries  out 
treatment  of  minor  ailments  as  required,  also  occasional  cases  are  seen  at 
Child  Welfare  Centres.  'Where  an  intensive  course  of  treatment  is  needed, 
the  school  nurse  visits  the  child's  home  and  instructs  the  mother  iii  carrying 
out  the  treatment,  or  in  a  few  cases  the  home  nurse  has  been  called  i£P°n 
visit  the  child  at  home  daily. 
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Liaison  vdth  Hospitals  and  Gener nl  Practitioners . 

T.ic  Cldham  and  District  Management  Committee  has  agreed  to  give 
notice  of  admission  and  discharge  of  all  children  below  school  leaving  age, 
together  with  a  copy  of  letters  to  general  practitioners,  the  arrangements 
commenced  on  the  1st  January,  1950*  The  information  so  far  has  been 
very  incomplete# 

Each  practitioner  in  the  area  has  been  asked  if  he  wishes 
children  who  are  hispatients  and  in  need  of  specialist  advice  to  be  referred 
to  him  or  direct  to  the  specialist  clinic.  All  have  agreed  to  children  being 
sent  direct  and  the  result  of  their  attendance  is  reported  to  him. 

Cleanliness  Surveys  and  Treatment  of  Infes tat ions • 

At  regular  visits  to  the  schools,  the  Health  Visitors  have  made  33°3 
examinations  for  infestations  and  139  individual  children  were  found  to 
have  verminous  heads.,  i.e.  4*2/6.  All  cases  are  given  D.D.T.  Hair  SnulsioiL 
to  take  home,  with  instructions  for  it's  use. 

A  few  families  have  failed  to  respond  to  this  treatment  and  the  issue 
of  cleansing  notices  under  Sect.  54  of  the  Education  Act,  1944»  is  being 
considered. 

•'  t 

School  Cental  Service. 

There  has  been  no  dental  inspections  or  treatment  jn  this  division 
since  the  summer  of  1948*  due  to  lack  of  dental  staff.  The  falling  off  in  the 
standard  of  dental  health  of  the  children  as  seen  at  school  inspections  is 
alarming,  especially  in  the  primary  schools. 

Handicapped  Pupils . 

t 

Many  examinations  have  beer  carried  out  during  the  year  for  the 

*  ♦ 

ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils.  Although  many  handicapped  pupils 
exist,  only  those  whose  handicap  is  severe  enough  to  require  special 
education  are  placed  on  the  register. 

There  are  no  special  classes  or  day  schools  in  this  division  and 
some  parents  refuse  to  allow  their  children  to  go  to  residential  schools. 
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Handicapped  pupils  on  the  register  at  the  31st  December,  1950 

were  i  - 


Ascertained 

At  Residential .At  Special 
School  .  School  i 

At  Ordinary 'At  Home 
School 

¥ 

Blind 

i 

 ] 

- 

Partially  Sighted 

- 

mm 

Deaf  ,  ‘ 

mm 

m 

Partially  Deaf 

4 

h 

. 

~ 

- 

- 

*  i 

Delicate 

13 

. 

9 

- 

Physically 

Handicapped 

3 

2 

i 

Educationally 

Sub -Normal 

l 

8 

mm 

2 

6 

*• 

Maladjusted 

5 

. 

!  5 

- 

|  Epileptic 

2 

2 

- 

-  1 

Health  Education. 

During  the  summer  t<  ,  I  took  a  weekly  class  of  senior  pupils  at  the 
Saddleworth  Uppermill  Secondary  Modern  School  in  a  series  of  lessons  in 
Health  Education.  The  results  were  found: to  be  very  disappointing*  Formal 
lectures  were  found  to  elicit  very  little  response,  and  only  points  which 
were  capable  of  some  practical  demonstration  appeared  to  be  grasped  by  the 
children.  This  meant  that  progresa  was  very  slow,  the. exposition  of  general 
principles  having  to  be  preceded  by  practical  demonstration  of  concrete 
examples*  The  material  and  other  meana  not  always  being  readily  available, 
it  was  therefore  not  possible  to  cover  the  syllabus  originally  planned. 

Some  films  borrowed  from  the  Central  Office  of  Information  and  the 
Encyclopedia  Hritannica  Film  Lib_^r^  vere  shewn,  and  certainly  held  the  interest 
of  the  children,  though  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  the  lessons  were  absorbed*- 
My  impression  as  a  resuJ  j  Ox  ulx  is  trial  is  that  the  exp  .rt  in 
education  is  needed,  rather  than  the  expert  in  health,  and  that  the  expert  in 
health  should  teach- the  teacher  rather  than  the  children. 

Ultra  Violet  Ligl  t  Clinic . 

An  ultra  violet  light  clinic  was  opened  at  Uppermill  on  the  301k 
October,  and  twice  weekly  sessions  were  held  at  the  Mechanics  Institute, 
these  are  to  continue  until  the  1.1th  May,  1951,  when  52  sessions  will  have 
been  held*  The  average  attendance  has  been  22  per  session* 
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56  cases  wore  taken  on  and  kj  completed  one  or  two  six  week 


courses . 


21  cases  were  referred  from  school  inspections. 

11  "  0  p  "  child  welfare  centres. 

15  "  "  *  by  general  practitioner. 

..9  "  "  "  from  various  other  sourcea,  i.e, 

-*  •  t.b.  dispensaries,  hospitals  etc. 

Reasons  for  treatment  were  as  follows  1- 

General  debility  -  12 

Chronic  bronchitis  -  8 

Frequent  coughs  and 

colds  -  7 

Tubercular  glands  -  Jj. 

Poor  apetite  -  3 

Knock  Knees  -  3 

Debility  following 
infectious  disease  -  3 

Various  ailments  -  12 

Milk  in  Schools . 

One  third  of  a  pint  of  milk  is  available  free  to  all  children 
attending  schools  in  the  area.  887  or  59^  avail  themselves  of  this  valuable 
nutritional  supplement.  All  schools  are  provided  with  pastuerised  milk, 
except  one  which  is  provided  with  tuberculin  tested  milk. 

The  following  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  schools  were  taken  by  the 
County  ^anitary  Inspectors  during  the  yearj- 


UnsatisfectQEY 


5  Pastuerised  samples? 

Phosphate  test  5 

Methylene  Blue  Test  3 

5  Tuberculin  Tested  Samples:  5 


1 


Halibut  Lj  vcy  GH  Ca.  syiJ.es - 

All  of  the  prirsry  schools  in  tMs  division  have  taken  supplies  of 
Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules  during  the  year,  and  they  have  been  given  daily  to 
all  children  under  oeven,  and  to  a  few  other  scholars  at  the  discretion  of  the 
teacher  or  on  my  recommendation  >  During  the.  winter,  there  was  a  serious  delay 
in  delivery  of  supplied  to  several  schools,  ressulting  in  stocks  being  exhausted. 


School  Meals  Service. 
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At  midday,  meals  are  available  at  all  schools.  An  average  of  IO39 
or  69*  of  the  children  were  receiving  meals  daily,  and  34  of  these  were 
receiving  meals  free. 

Kitchens.  Diggle  County  Primary  School,  Greenfield  County  *r inary, 
Friezland  County  Primary,  and  Springhead  County  School  have  their  own  kitchens 
all  are  clean  and  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of  hygiene,  except  that 
the  kitchen  at  Greenfield  is  rather  cramped  for  space.  Food  storage  facilities 
are  inadequate  at  at  Diggle,  Greenfield,  and  Springhead.  Also  the  grease 
trap  at  Springhead  is  badly  constructed  and  causes  an  objectional  smell  and  is  an 
eyesore  just  outside  the  infants  department  9*1  have  frequently  drawn 

attention  to  the  latter  without  result. 

All  other  schools  are  provided  from  the  Central  Kitchen  at  Delph, 
food  being  delivered  in  heat  proof  containers  of  good  design.  Due  to  transport 
difficulties,  there  is  still  a  tendency  for  this  food  to  be  prepared  and  delivered 
too  early  in  the  morning,  some  schools  receiving  the  meal- as  early  as  11.20  a.m. 
so  that  it  is  kept  in  the  containers  for  at  least  5C  minutes  before  being 
served. 

The  washing  up  facilities  in  the  schools  are  still  far  from  ideal. 

Only  at  Diggle  and  Springhead  is  there  a  double  washing  up  sink.  A  new 
sterilising  sink  has  been  installed  at  Lydgate  but  is  not  being  used.  All 
other  schools  have  single  sinks,  all  good  porcelain  ones.  These  single  sinks 
do  not  allow  for  sterilisation  of  the  crockery  with  hot  water,  so  that  hand 
drying  with  towels  is  a  necessity.  There  are  no  proper  facilities  for  drying 
these  towels,  and  they  are  found  draped  around  in  the  most  unsuitable  places  to 
dry. 

Meals  are  served  in  classrooms  or  halls,  'which  are  also  used  for 
classrooms  at  Lydgate,  Doctor  Lane,  Friarmere  Primary.  Diggle  and  Springhead 
Schools,  desks  being  used  as  tables  at  Doctor  Pane,  Friarmere  Primary,  Diggle  and 
Springhead  Infant  Schools..  These  makeshift  measures^  are  very  probably  responsible 
for  the  spread  of  much  infection  in  schools. 
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THY  aNNJaL  RHRORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SaMTa^Y  INS  VICTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  5 1ST  DHCEMB  1R 1950. 


Health  Department, 
Counoil  Offices, 
St.  Chads, 
Uppermi 11 , 
nr.  Oldham. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Saddloworth. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  fifth  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1950. 

For  the  whole  of  the  year  we  had  the  services  of  M1”.  R.D. 
Brown,  ns  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  it  was,  therefore, 
possible  for  the  routine  and  other  work  of  tho  Department  to  run 
smoothly.  Mrs.  M.3.  Hodge,  Clerk/Shorthnnd-Ty oi st  retired  at  the 
end  of  March,  and  was  replaced  by  Miss  L.  Hunt  in  May. 

Mr.  a.G,  McAuliffe  who  had  for  a  little  more  than  a  year,  been  a 
pupil  in  the  Department  obtained  a  post  with  the  Ministry  of 
_igri culture  and  Fisheries,  taking  up  his  appointment  in  July. 

The  question  of  the  replacement  of  dustbins  was  considered 
on  several  occasions  during  the  year,  but  it  was  decided  to  await 
tho  outcome  of  possible  legislations  which  might  clarify  the 
position.  The  Health  Committee  apparently  did  not  favour  the 
alternative  of  supplying  dustbins  from  the  Rate  Fund. 

The  problem  of  wnt'.r  supplies  to  properties  distant  from 
existing  water  mains  was  frequently  discussed  by  the  Health  Commit too 
but  the  cost  of  making  a  main  water  supply  available  would  be 
prohibitive  at  the  present  time.  The  only  course  open  was  to 
endeavour,  wherever  possible,  to  improve  and  protect  the  existing 
spring  and  well  supplies. 

I  desire  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
■Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  Members  of  the  Council,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  health,  Clerk,  Surveyor  and  other*  members  of  the 
Staff  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediontly, 

■'-'Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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UUI SaNCE  I NSPECTI ONS  : 

Total  number  of  inspections  made 
in  1950  for  Nuisances  only 

(not  including  Housing  Inspections) . 922 

Nuisances  found  in  1950 . 1012 

Nuisances  in  hand  end  of  193-9 . 132 

Total  needing  abatement . 1144 

Abated  during  1950 . 988 

Outstanding  end  of  1950 . . . 156 

Notices  served,  Informal . 301 

Informal  Notices  complied  with . 262 

Notices  served,  Statutory . 4 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with.... . 4 

Total  number  of  summonses  or  other  legal 

proceedings . - 

OTHER  INSPECTIONS: 

Housing . 118 

Food  Premises  (shops,  canteens  etc.,) . 71 

Premises  registered  under  Section  14 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 . ...51 

Bakehouses . 38 

Tents,  vans  and  Sheds . 28 

Offensive  Trades . .4 

Factories . 39 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION : 

Number  of  privies  with  open  middens . ..88 

Number  of  Pail  Closets . ...628 

Number  of  Water  Closets . 4966 

Waste  Water  Closets . 611 

Number  of  Privies  reconstructed  during  1950 .  . 

(a)  as  W.Cs, . . - 

(b)  other . - 

Number  of  Closets  other  than  Privies 

reconstructed  during  1950  as  W.C’s . 10 

Number  of  additional  Closets  provided 

for  old  property  in  1950  as  (a)  W.C’s . 21 

( b)  other. . . . ,....« 

Number  of  Closets  constructed  in  1950 

for  new  houses  (a)  w .  C  ’  s . 49 

(b)  other . - 

Total  mimbet*  df  dlosete  iri  District . 6305 

Percentage  of  closets  on  water 

carriage  system . 80$approx. 
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HOUSING: 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  yaar. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts) . 86 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 86 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations . . . . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . - 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  needing  further  action: - 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation . - 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head 
(3)  (a)  above) ,  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation . 62 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers . 40 

3 .  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs . .- 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: - 

(a)  By  owners . - 

(b)  By  Local  Authority . - 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  health  Acts: * 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied; . . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remediod  after  service  of  formal  Notices: - 

(e)  By  owners . 

(b)  3y  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.... 


3 .  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  (cont'd)  . 

C.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1956; 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in 

respect  of  dialling  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation . 1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  we^e  made . 1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

persuance  of  Demolition  Orders . ~ 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  we^e 

made . 1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which 
were  determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having 

been  rendvared  fit . - 

4 .  Housing  Act,  1936:-  Part  iv  -  Overcrowding . 

A  revised  survey  is  necessary  to  ascertain  a  reasonably 
correct  position. 

Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Housing  Department 
and  if  applicants  for  Council  Houses  state  that  they  are  living 
in  unsatisfactory  conditions  my  Department  is  notified  of  this 
by  the  Housing  Manager.  All  such  houses  are  inspected  and  any 

i 

necessary  action  taken  after  which  the  Housing  Department  is  kept 
informed  of  such  action  and  the  results  thereof. 

During  the  year  one  case  of  gross  overcrowding  was  brought 
to  t^e  notice  of  the  Council.  In  this  case  it  was  decided  to 
issue  o  certificate  for  the  temporary  overcrowding  of  the  premises. 

Six  other  cases  were  investigated  but  in  only  two  of  these 
cases  was  it  found  that  the  premises  were  overcrowded  by  the 
standard  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  This  standard  is  of 
course  very  low,  and  it  is  presumed  that  only  for  the  shortage  of 
houses  due  to  the  war  period,  it  would  have  been  considerably 
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WATER  SUPPLY ; 

Only  one  house  previously  supplied  from  a  private  source  was 
connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year, 

Five  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis, 

r  .  .  1  * 

(four  for  pldmbo-solvency  examination)  during  thvo  year.  a11  proved 
to  be  satisfactory.  Thirty-three  samples  of  water  wore  taken  from 
private  supplies  for  bacteriological  examination,  eighteen  wore 
satisfactory  and  thirteen  unsatisfactory. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT: 

Fourteen  observations,  each  of  30  minutes  duration,  wore  made 
during  the  year.  Two  chimneys  omitted  smoke  for  more  than  the 
permitted  three  minutes,  one  on  one  occasion  and  the  other  on  two. 

In  the  former  case  a  warning  was  given  to  the  owners  and  in  the  latter, 
after  consultation  with  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  power,  mechanical 
stokers  were  installed  effecting  a  considerable  improvement. 

MEAT  INSPECTION: 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughter  house,  which  is  used  for  the 
slaughter  of  horses  for  hum^n  consumption.  During  the  year  674 
horses  were  slaughtered  at  these  premises  and  an  inspection  was 
made  in  each  case.  The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was  small,  and  apart  from  "me  whole  carcase 
weighing  approximately  550  lbs.,  the  only  other  condemnations  were 
approximately  750  lbs.,  offal. 

Inspections  wore  also  made  of  meat  shops  in  the  district. 

TRANSPORT  aND  HANDLING  OF  MEaT: 

During  the  year,  considerable  improvement  was  noted  in  the 
transport  and -handling  of  meat  wh.ich  wag  maintained. 

This  followed  complaints  to  the  ’Wholesale  Meat  Suppliers  Association. 
FOOD  aND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938: 

The  following  samples  wore  taken  by  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  analysis  In  rccerd- 
anco  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Genuine  adulterated 

Milks  74  6 

Other  Foods  4  1 

Drugs  1 

Proceedings  taken  in  respect  of  four  samples  procured. 

Two  cautions  were  issued. 
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Also  (luring  the  year,  Oldham  Health  Department  took  a 
oonsIdovnbLe  number  of  samples  ^ilK.  rwr  qumlity  from  Saddleworth 
milk  producers  retailing  milk  in  their  area.  Assistance  was  given 
to  the  Oldham  Authority  in  obtaining  " Appeal  to  Cow"  samples. 

During  1900,, pp.  visits  wore  made  in  connection  with  food 
inspection,  and  the  undermentioned  food  stuffs  we^e  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  condemned 

Tinned  Ham  89  lbs.  3  ozs. 

Condensed  &  Evaporated  Milk  42  tins. 

Meat 
Tea 
Fi  ah 

Frui  t 

Vegetables 
Potatoes . 

Beef 

Met  Fish 


37  tins. 
21t  lbs. 
3  tins. 

7  tins. 
41  tins. 
1*  cwts. 
63  lbs. 

6  s  t one . 


MILK  SUPPLY: 


This  was  the  first  full  year  in  which  your  officers  were 

not  responsible  for  the  insoection  of  farms.  The  Local  Authority 

is  now  only  responsible  for  the  registration  of  milk  retailors  other 

than  producer-retailers.  The  following  licences  and  registrations 

were  issued  or  in  force  during  the  yenr:- 

Number  of  retail  milk  sellers  registered  -  19* 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations, _ 19_4£ . 


Number  of  licences  in  force  for:- 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised) 

(b)  Pasteurised  Milk 

(c)  Sterilised  Milk 


Dealers  Supplements  ry 
None  None 

1  1 

13  1 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  licences  in  force  for:-  Dealers  Supplement a  ry 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  None  1 

(b)  Accredited  Milk  None  None 


During  the  year  18  samples  of  milk  wore  taken  for  the  presence 
of  Tuberculosis.  One  proved  to  be  positive  and  17  negative. 

In  the  case  of  the  positive  sample,  the  producer  voluntarily 
submitted  his  milk  for  hoc t- treatment . 

The  case  of  a  producer  in  this  area  who  retails  almost  the 
whole  of  his  milk  in  the  Oldham  a^ea  was  brought  to  our  'notice  by 
the  Oldham  Authority.  A  sample  of  milk  procured  by  that  Authority 
for  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis  proved  to  be  positive  and  in  this 
case  it  was  found  necessary  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
this  area  to  serve  a  notice  under  Article  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949. 
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Twenty- two  samples  of  milk:  mere  also  submitted  to  the 
Laboratory  for  submission  to  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  and  one  sample 
of  pasteurised  milk  to  the  Phosphatase  test.  Sixteen  of  the 
22  samples  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  bat  six  mere  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  In  the  case  of  these  six  samples  the  information 
mas  forwarded  to  the  Milk  peculations  Officer  for  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  sample  submitted  to  the  Phosphotase 
test  mas  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  County  Milk  Regulations  Officer  ^as  asked 
what  action  mas  taken  following  upon  reports  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  of  milk  which  had  been  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  by  this  Authority.  The  reply  which  was  received  was 
viewed  with  concern  by  the  Health  Committee  as  it  more  or  less 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  undesignated  producer-retailers  were  being 
left  uncontrolled.  I  feel  that  extracts  from  the  letter  referred 
to  above  should  be  included  in  this  report:- 

"The  policy  of  the  Ministry  with  regard  to  inspection  of  farms 
has  been  based  on  certain  priorities,  which  are  dictated  largely  by 
the  staff  available”. 

”It  will  be  possible,  the  Committee  hope,  eventually  to 
institute  routine  inspections  of  all  farms,  but  in  the  meantime 
every  effort  is  being  made  to  visit  and  improve  every  farm  which  is 
brought  to  their  notice  as  needing  help”. 

”Tho  control  of  the  quality  of  day-to-day  supplies  of  wholesale 
undesignated  milk  lies  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  industry,  for 
which  control  they  have  so  long  been  anxious’. 

’’Discussions  are  taking  place  with  the  local  authority 
associations  in  London  with  the  object  of  introducing  schemes  for 
co-operation  between  local  authority  officers  and  Ministry  officers 
in  the  control  of  other  classes  of  milk  not  directly  covered  by  the 
National  Milk  Testing  Service,  such  as  undesignated  producer  retailers”. 

ICS  CRFaM: 

During  the  year  eight  new  promises  wove  ^.'.gi stared  for  the  sale 

of  ice  cream.  Two  applications  for  registration  were  refused. 

Number  of  premises  registered  under 

Section  14,  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938 

on  31st  December,  1980 . 40 

Number  of  inspections  made . ^4 

Rigid  control  has  been  maintained  during  the  year, on  all  premises 
either  selling  or  manufacturing  ice  clrcam. 

CLSaN  FOOD  CAMRaION: 

Duri.hg  the  year  full  inspections  were  made  of  30  food  premises 
in  the  area.  After  each  visit  premises  and  methods  used  were 

discussed  with  the  management,  and  criticisms  and  suggestions  were 
made  from  the  point  of  view  of  hygiene,  and  a  set  of  posters  and 
notices,  as  provided  by  the  Travel  and  Holidays  Association,  were 
left  with  a  request  that  they  be  made  full  use  of.  Later  a  letter 
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was  sent  out  setting  out  the  most  relevant  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  together  with  a  list  of  points  on  which  we  consider 
the  premises  and  methods  used  may  be  improved. 

Close  co-operation  has  bien  maintained  with  the  Food  Executive 
Officer,  and  before  any  catering  licence  is  recommended  for  the 
a ooroval  of  the  Food  Committee  an  inspection  is  made  and  any 
necessary  improvements  made. 

0FFBBSITR£  TRADES: 

There  are  two  such  trades  in  the  district,  a  soap  boiler  and 
a  size  maker,  both  premises  are  well  maintained  and  no  nuisance  has 
arisen. 

factories  act,  1937 : 

Inspections  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health: - 


Premises . 

Number 

on 

Regi star 

Number  oj 

r» 

(1) 

Inspep- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(l)Factories  in  which  sections 

1,2, 3, 4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities. 

(2) Factories  not  included  in 

7  4 

43 

6 

(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authorit 

(3) Other  premises  in  which 

y* 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding  out 
workers  premises) . 

2 

1 

TOTAL 

Z6 

44 

6 

- 

Particulars 

(1) 


Found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  we^e  found. 

RemedT 


Want  of  cleanliness  (SI) 

Overcrowding  (S2) 
^Unreasonable  Tempo ra- 
fture  (S3) 

[inadequate  ventilation(S4 1 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences (S7) 

(a)  Insufficient. 

(b)  defective  or 
unsui table . 

(c)  Not  separate  forsexes 
Dther  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Dutwork) . 


Referred 


ied  j To  H.M. 
inspector 


By  H.M. 
Ins  pector 


Number  of 

cases  in  which 
prosecuti ons 
were  instituted 


TOTAL 


CAMPING  SITES: 

There  are  two  such  sites  in  the  district,  in  the  case  of  the  one  at 
Summershades ,  improvements  to  the  drainage  and  siting  of  the  caravans 
were  made  during  the  year. 
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RODENT  CONTROL: 


The  sewers  ha^e  received  two  treatments  and  a  10 Jo  t  st  bait 
during  the  year.  The  figures  below  show  the  results  of  the 
treatments  nd  test  bait:- 


Test  Bait 
1st.  Treatment 
2nd.  Treatment 


Manholes 
Baited . 

145 


74 


163 


national  assistance  act,  1948: 

Daring  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  use  the  Council's  Powers 
under  this  Act  for  the  disposal  of  the  bodies  of  persons  dying  in 
the  district  without  near  relatives. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  outbreaks  of  sonne  dysentery 
occured  and  investigations  into  these  cases  occupied  for  some  weeks 
almost  the  whole  of  the  time  of  Mr.  Brown  and  myself.  This  is 
referred  to  in  some  detail  intthe  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

There  was  no  other  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year. 

PETROL  LICENCES : 

There  were  34  licences  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit 
in  force  at  the  31st  December,  1950* 

SCAVENGING: 

Two  premises  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district  were 
included  in  the  scavenging  area  during  the  year.  A  weekly  collections 
of  refuse  is  in  operation  which  has  been  maintained  except  during 
holiday  periods.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
at  the  Sewage  Works,  Greenfield.  The  land  recovered  at  the  Sewage 
Works  by  tipping  is  being  used  for  the  construction  of  sludge  drying 
beds. 

SALVAGE  OF  Waste  MATERIALS: 

Salvage  and  recovery  operations  are  carried  out  at  the  Sewage 
Works,  Greenfield,  where  ttere  are  three  paper  baling  machines  and 
one  tin  baling  machine.  During  the  year  the  Council  purchased  the 
tin  baling  machine  which  was  previously  on  hire  from  the  Halifax 
Corporation. 

The  tables  below  show  the  weights  and  values  of  salvage  sold 
during  1950:- 
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Weight 

Value 

• 

T. 

C. 

"i* 

Lbo 

.  ft. 

s . 

d 

Mixed  Paper 

139. 

5. 

1. 

0. 

703. 

12. 

4 

News  print 

14. 

4. 

■•0. 

0. 

150. 

8. 

0 

Brown  Paper 

2. 

1. 

2. 

0. 

20. 

15. 

0 

Tins . 

56. 

13. 

0. 

0. 

94, 

12. 

0 

Heavy  Scrap 

8. 

13. 

0. 

0. 

28. 

2. 

1 

Light  Scrap 

1. 

5. 

2. 

0. 

2. 

4. 

7 

Copper 

2. 

0. 

12. 

5. 

14. 

3 

B  re  s  s 

3. 

1. 

4. 

5. 

18. 

0 

Lead 

3. 

0. 

0. 

9. 

14. 

0 

Rags 

6. 

1. 

1. 

7. 

105. 

9. 

0 

Carpets 

5. 

5. 

2. 

9. 

22. 

9. 

3 

Sacking 

3. 

12. 

0. 

0. 

20. 

2. 

6 

String 

9. 

0. 

20. 

3. 

17. 

11 

Woollens 

5. 

0. 

16. 

21. 

10. 

3 

Culle t 

10. 

13. 

2. 

0. 

IS. 

13. 

? 

Bottles 

440 

dozen. 

7. 

11. 

0 

243. 

17. 

1. 

12. 

£1220 . 

13. 

9 

No  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year  in  the  disposal 
of  wn  s  t  e  paper,  in  fact  it  appeared  th.n  t,  the  market  was  becoming 
very  much  better  and  the  pr.ioe  of  mixed  paper  rose  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  from  S5.  to  £7.10.  a  ton. 

Comparative  totals  for  the  year  1946,  1947,  1943  and  1949:* 


T. 

C. 

Q,* 

Lbs 

ft. 

s . 

d. 

1946 

114. 

2. 

0. 

2. 

709. 

6. 

10. 

1947 

104. 

13. 

l. 

24. 

697. 

14. 

10. 

1948 

144. 

13. 

2. 

24. 

1008. 

17. 

7. 

1949 

209. 

17. 

2. 

1. 

1098. 

15. 

6. 

0  o o  o  oO  o  O  O  0  0 
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